Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 26th March, 2007 at 3.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:

Cllr. W. Ireland  

Also Present: 

Cllrs. P. Dunphy, A. Phelan, M. Doran, 

C. Connery, D. Doyle, P. Fitzpatrick,  

C. Phelan, T. Breathnach, P. O’ Neill, 

J. Coonan, M. Noonan, C. Long, J. Brennan, 

 M. Shortall, T. Maher, 

T. Brennan, B. Aylward, D. Dowling, M. Brett,

M. Fitzpatrick, M. H. Cavanagh, M. Lanigan and 
M. O’ Brien, P. Millea, P. Cuddihy. 
Apologies:


 J. Coonan  
In attendance:
M. Malone County Manager, P. O ‘Neill, T. Walsh, 

J. McCormack, J. Mulholland Directors of Services, 

J. Dempsey Head of Finance, M. Delahunty, A. M. Walsh & M. Arthurs Senior Executive Officers, D. McDonnell Management Accountant, S. Walton Senior Engineer, J. Dowling & D. Druhan Senior Executive Engineers, O. Broderick Environmental Awareness Officer,  and  A. Waldron Meetings Administrator. 

At the outset of the meeting the Cathaoirleach welcomed back Cllr. Pat Millea who missed the last number of meetings due to illness. Members from all sides contributing joined with the Cathaoirleach good wishes to Cllr. Millea. 

In responding Cllr. Millea thanked the members for their good wishes and for their kindness and support over the last number of months. He also took the opportunity to record his thanks to all those who had been involved in his medical care. 

As this was the County Managers last meeting before taking up his appointment as County Manager with Kildare County Council, it was agreed that it would be appropriate for members to express their appreciation of his contribution during his time with Kilkenny County Council. It had been agreed that the formal contributions would be made by the whips on behalf of their respective party groupings. Members contributing expressed their best wishes to Mr. Malone in the future, noting his impact on Kilkenny Local Authorities since his appointment of County Manager in 2002. Members specifically complimented him in his role in advancing various projects around the City & County and his role in improving the Local Authorities finances over that period of time. The Chair concurred with the sentiments expressed and spoke of his good working relationship with Mr. Malone during his time as Cathaoirleach. 

Responding to these good wishes the County Manager joined with members in extending a welcome back to Cllr. Millea. He thanked all members of both Local Authorities particularly the Cathaoirleachs that he had worked with over the period of time. He took the opportunity to thank the members of various SPCs, the CPG and the County Development Board. He also praised his colleagues and the management team and the general staff of Kilkenny Local Authorities for their loyalty to the organisation and the abilities which they had shown over the past 5 years. 
At the suggestion of the chairman it was proposed by Cllr. P. Millea seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:- “That the meeting would conclude at 5.00 p.m. to facilitate the attendance of elected members and staff at an informal function for the County Manager in Langtons”. 
Contributions Cllrs. M. H. Cavanagh, B. Aylward, M. O’ Brien, D. Doyle and M. Noonan. 

On his own behalf and on behalf of the elected members the Cathaoirleach congratulated Danesfort on their recent victory in the Junior Club All Ireland Final he also congratulated Ballyhale Shamrocks on their victory in the Senior Club Final. He suggested that a civic reception should be held for the victorious Danesfort team at the April meeting with a view to further civic receptions for other victorious teams at future dates. 

Congratulations were extended to Mary Kate Lanigan, daughter of Cllr. Michael Lanigan who was victorious in the All Ireland U.16 high jump competition. 

Congratulations were extended to Castlecomer Community School on their recent victory in the Leinster Colleges Final, the first time that Castlecomer had won this award. 

Congratulations were also extended to Freshford Camogie team who had been victorious for the 3rd year in succession in the All Ireland Club camogie competition. 

Congratulations were also offered to Conahy Shamrocks Football Intermediate team on their recent victory in the league final. 
Votes of Sympathy 

A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:- 
· Mrs. Anne Walsh, Millbanks, Rosbercon on the death of your mother Julia Barry. 
· Biddy O’ Neill & Family, Ballyknock, New Ross, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Michael O’ Neill. 

· Billy Ashe & Family, Main Street, Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny on the death Statia Ashe. 

· Ger Dempsey, Garrandarragh, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his father Mr. Dempsey. 

· Mary Kenneally, Garrandarragh, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her father Mr. Dempsey. 

· Sean Haughney, Coon West, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of your brother Paddy Haughney. 

· Pauline Haugney, Coon West, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of your husband Paddy Haughney. 

· Mr. E. Mulrooney, Prospect House, Dunbell, Maddoxtown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of your sister Margaret Mulrooney. 
· Mrs. Kealy, Barnafea, Paulstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of your husband Billy Kealy. 

1. Confirmation of Minutes – Dearbhú Miontuairiscí

(a) 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 19th Febraury, 2007. 
Proposed by Cllr. P. O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett, and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 19th February, 2007 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

It was proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. D. Doyle and resolved:- “That the minutes of this meeting be amended to reflect a resolution passed – “That Kilkenny County Council write to the Minister for Transport and the NRA seeking an urgent meeting with a view to progressing a By Pass for Thomastown”. 
In response John Mulholland Director of Services informed the meeting that following the last meeting he had been in communication with the NRA. With regard to any proposed relief road, consultants have been engaged and such works have been included in the Road Works Scheme. He informed the meeting that route selection would be decided in 4/5 months time. 

With regard to traffic delays in Thomastown due to a recent accident, John Mulholland informed the meeting that the executive had been assured that road restrictions around the building which had been affected would be resolved this week. 
(b) Minutes of Special Briefing Meeting held on 5th March, 2007. 
Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of Special  Meeting held on  5th March, 2007 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 
(c)
Minutes of Housing & Social Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 19th December, 2006. 

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward Seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved:- 


“That the minutes of Housing & Social Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 19th December, 2006 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(d)
Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 13th February, 2007 


Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan Seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill and resolved:- 


“That the minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 13th February, 2007 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(e)
Minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 16th February, 2007. 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling Seconded by Cllr. T. Breathnach and resolved:- 


“That the Piltown Electoral Area  meeting held on 16th February 2007 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 


On behalf of the members of the Piltown Electoral Area and the people of South Kilkenny Cllr. Dowling thanked the County Manager for his role in drafting the response to the application from Waterford Borough Council for a Boundary Extension. 
2.
Business prescribed by Statue, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council. 


Gnó forordaithe do réir Reachaíochta, Orduithe Seasta, nó rúin an Chomairle. 

(a)  Housing and Other Disposal – Tithíocht & Díuscairt Eile 



Housing Disposal – Tithíocht Díuscairt

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick  
 and   resolved:- 

(i)  “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 13 St. Joseph’s Road, Kilkenny to Timmy Clifford & C. McAuliffe in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  (Notification issued to members on 9th March 2007).

(ii) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 17 Togher Lawns Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny to David Ryan & Josephine Tobin in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  (Notification issued to members on 9th March 2007).

(iii) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 64 Pococke Valley Lower, Kilkenny to William Fennelly & Verena Merle in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  (Notification issued to members on 9th March 2007).

(iv) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 28 Tuar na Blatha, Abbeylands, Ferrybank, Via Waterford, Co. Kilkenny to Sinead Power in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  (Notification issued to members on 9th March 2007).

(v) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Kiltorcan, Ballyhale, Co. Kilkenny to Terence & Marian Keogh in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  (Notification issued to members on 13th March 2007).
(b)   Other Disposal - Díuscairt Eile 
Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett, Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and  resolved:- 

(i)
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its 
interest in land at Loughboy, Kilkenny to the Pesentation Secondary School by way of long term lease in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001”.  (Notice sent to members on the 8th March, 2007).   


(ii) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its 
interest  in land at the rear of 25, O’Loughlin Road, Kilkenny to John Murphy, 25, O’Loughlin Road, Kilkenny in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001”.  (Notice sent to members on the 8th March, 2007).   

(iii)
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in land at the rear of 26, O’Loughlin Road, Kilkenny to Eileen O’Keeffe,26, O’Loughlin Road, Kilkenny in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001”.  (Notice sent to members on the 8th March, 2007).   


It was agreed that item number (iv) regarding the disposal of Kilkenny County Council’s interest in land in Cloghabrody  be withdrawn from the Agenda at this meeting as the notice was premature. Tony Walsh, Director of Services informed the meeting that it may be on the Agenda at the April Meeting. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett, Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved: -
(v)“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its 
interest in land at Corragaun, Windgap, Co. Kilkenny to Aidan & Yvonne 
Power, Rogerstown, Kilmoganny, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001”.  (Notice sent to members on the 15th March, 2007).   
Housing – Tithíocht 

(i) Article 179 Local Government (Planning & Development) Act, 2000 and Part 8 Local Government (Planning & Development) Regulations, 2001.  Construction of a Rural Cottage at Kilrush, Freshford, Co. Kilkenny.

Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved:- 

“That Construction of a Rural Cottage at Kilrush, Freshford, Co. Kilkenny is hereby approved”   

(ii) Article 179 Local Government (Planning & Development) Act, 2000 and Part 8  Local Government (Planning & Development) Regulations, 2001. – Refurbishment of The Old Coach House, Glenmore, Co. Kilkenny as a “Writers in Residence Space” under Kilkenny County Council Arts Strategy 2005-2009” 


“Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. T. Breathnach and resolved:- “That Refurbishment of The Old Coach House, Glenmore, Co. Kilkenny as a “Writers in Residence Space” under Kilkenny County Council Arts Strategy 2005 -2009” 
(d) 
Sanitary Services - Seirbhísí Slántaíochta
A Programme for the provision of Water & Wastewater Infrastructure in Kilkenny City & County 
A presentation on this item was made by Michael Delahunty Senior Executive Officer for Roads & Sanitary. This presentation was made following the Special Briefing Meeting on the 5th March 2007. Following Mr. Delahunty’s presentation a number of members contributed. Members contributing complimented Mr. Delahunty on his presentation but were of a view that  further debate would be necessary before committing to any funding option required to meet this long term programme. 
Contributions Cllrs. M. Brett, M. O’ Brien, J. Brennan, P. O’ Neill, D. Doyle, M. H. Cavanagh, M. Noonan, D. Dowling. 

During the course of this discussion, queries were raised regarding the proposed upgrade of the City’s Waste Water Treatment Plant at Purcellsinch. Philip O’ Neill Director of Services informed the meeting that in relation to the upgrading of Purcellsinch Treatment Plant, the Council sought from Diageo what overall capacity they required from the proposed upgraded plant. 
They have now responded stating that they will be developing an on site Waste Treatment Facility in accordance with Best Available Technology and which is as a result of their recent submission to the EPA. 
This effectively means that they will require only 25% of their existing capacity in the upgraded Plant. The Council has not instructed our Consultants Design team to complete the Preliminary Report and EIS taking into account the reduced requirements from Diageo. The Councils consultants will also be liaising with the Consultants from Diageo to progress matters.  

(e)
Roads 

(i) Agreement under Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 between Kilkenny County Council and Kilkenny Borough Council – Kilkenny Inner Relief Road and River Nore Crossing. 
Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:- 

“That Kilkenny County Council being of the opinion that  it would be more convenient to  enter into  an Agreement with  Kilkenny Borough Council in respect of the proposed Kilkenny Inner Relief Road and River Nore Crossing Scheme pursuant to the provisions of Section 85 of  the Local Government Act 2001.This agreement enables  Kilkenny County  Council to undertake, within the administrative area of Kilkenny Borough Council, site investigations and all necessary works and procedures, including the power to  acquire compulsorily any  land to facilitate the proposed Kilkenny Inner Relief Road and River Nore Crossing scheme”
(ii) Agreement under Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 between  Kilkenny County Council and Kilkenny – Newpark Drive Road Improvement Scheme. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:- 
“That  Kilkenny County Council being of the opinion that  it would be more convenient to  enter into  an Agreement with  Kilkenny Borough Council in respect of the proposed Newpark Drive Road Improvement Scheme  pursuant to the provisions of Section 85 of  the Local Government Act 2001. This agreement enables  Kilkenny County  Council to undertake, within the administrative area of Kilkenny Borough Council, site investigations and all necessary works and procedures, including the power to  acquire compulsorily any  land to facilitate the proposed road improvement scheme”.

(iii)
Traffic Calming Scheme – Callan, Piltown, Ballyhale & Knocktopher 


Traffic Calming Scheme Callan

Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:- “That the report as circulated to the members on the Traffic Calming Scheme for Callan, Co. Kilkenny is hereby adopted in accordance with Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Regulations 2001 and in accordance with Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act, 1994”. 


Traffic Calming Scheme Piltown


Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:- “That the report as circulated to the members on the Traffic Calming Scheme for Tower Road, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny is hereby adopted in accordance with Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Regulations 2001 and in accordance with Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act, 1994”.


      Traffic Calming Scheme Ballyhale & Knoctopher 

Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:- “That the report as circulated to the members on the Traffic Calming Scheme for Ballyhale & Knocktopher, Co. Kilkenny is hereby adopted in accordance with Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Regulations 2001 and in accordance with Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act, 1994”.

(3)      Urgent Correspondence – Comhfhreagas Práinneach 

            None
(4) Business adjourned from a previous meeting – Gnó ar athló   ó chrinniú Roimhe seo. 

None 

(5) Fix Dates and Times of Meetings – Dátaí agus Amanta do   chruinnithe a  shocru 

A schedule of meetings from March to May 2007 was agreed.
(6) Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council- Plé ar Thuairiscí  agus Moltaí ó Choistí an Comhairle: 

Reports deferred. 


(7)   Other Business set for the Notice convening the Meeting 

    Gnó Eile romhainn i bhFógra reachtála an Chruinnithe 

None 

(8)     Conferences – Comhdhálacha 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and agreed. 

(9) Matters Arising from Minutes – Gnótha  ag èirí as Miontuairiscí

         None.
(10) Any Other Business – Aon Ghnó Eile 

It was proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. P. Cuddihy and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council should congratulate everyone involved in the process of agreeing a power sharing executive in Northern Ireland”. 
It was agreed that as there was a number of items which were deferred to the April Meeting, that this meeting should commence an hour earlier then the normal 3.00 p.m. 

(11) Notices of Motion - Fógraí Rúin:


Deferred 

12.
Notices of Motion from other local authorities seeking support of Kilkenny County Council County   Council - Fógraí i dtaobh Rúin ó Údaráis Áitiúla eile ag lorg tacaíochta ó Chomhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh:
1 (07)  
Letterkenny Town Council – 18th December, 2006 

“That before engaging outside contractors or any other external personnel to carry out work for, or on behalf of this Council in future, that a written guarantee confirming that all employees engaged or sub-contracted by these companies while working for or on behalf of this Council, are being afforded their full statutory labour rights and entitlements, and that these are sought and obtained before signing contracts in the same way as the Council demands proof of insurance cover, tax clearances etc”. 

   Noted 

2 (07)   South Tipperary County Council – 19th December, 2006 

“That South Tipperary County Council call on the Minister for Health and the Health Services Executives to put a comprehensive funding mechanism in place which would fund in full all services operated by the Hospice movement”. 

 Noted 

3 (07)
Limerick County Council – 30th January, 2007

“That this Council write to the Taoiseach, the Tanaiste, and the Minister for Health and Children urging that the funding provided to cater for the needs of young adults suffering from Cystic Fibrosis be spent effectively and speedily for the benefit of this age group”.

Noted 

4(07)
South Tipperary County Council – 16th January, 2007 

“That South Tipperary County Council bring to the attention of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government the difficulty in getting the ESB to provide and maintain the public lighting network throughout South Tipperary and to identify what if any procedure can be applied to rectify this situation”. 
Noted 

5(07)
Waterford City Council – 17th January, 2007 

“That Waterford City Council call on the government to add noise and nuisance to the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1997 to help combat Anti-Social Behaviour” 
Noted 

6(07)
Waterford City Council – 17th January, 2007 

“Alzheimer’s disease is the most common cause of dementia – a term used to describe different brain disorders that affect memory, thinking, behaviour and emotion. Dementia knows no social, economic, ethnic, or geographical boundaries and it impacts severely not only on the person but on careers, family and friends also. 

Waterford City Council acknowledging the work and care of The Alzheimer Society of Ireland call on the Department of Health to carry out an investigation into the current status of service to this group of people and to investigate the developing need into the future so that funding for full provision of service and care can be made with foresight”. 
Noted 

7(07)
Fingal County Council – 16th January, 2007 

“That this Council calls on the Government to introduce legislation, enabled by a constitutional amendment if necessary, imposing mandatory life-long custodial sentences, specifically prohibiting release, for four types of murder: 

(a) the solicitation or commission of a contract killing; 

(b) murder accompanied by torture; 

(c) serial murder; 

(d) murder preceded, over a prolonged period, by violent abuse of the victim by the killer”. 



Noted 

This concluded the business of the meeting. 

____________________________ 
_____________________

Cathaoirleach 




Date 

