Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Tuesday 20th November, 2007 at 3.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:

Cllr. T. Maher

Also Present: 

Cllrs. P. Dunphy, A. Phelan, M. Doran, 

 
D. Doyle, P. Fitzpatrick,  

T. Breathnach, P. O’ Neill, J. Coonan, 

C. Long, J. Brennan, M. Shortall, T. Maher, 

T. Brennan, P. Walsh, M. Fitzpatrick, 

M. H. Cavanagh, M. Lanigan, M. O’ Brien,

 P. Cuddihy, C. Phelan, D. Dowling, P. Millea. 

Apologies:


Cllrs. M. Brett & C. Connery 
In attendance:
J. Crockett County Manager, T. Walsh, 

J. Mulholland, J. McCormack, P. O’ Neill Directors of Services, J. Dempsey Head of Finance, D. Malone Senior Planner and A. Waldron Meetings Administrator. 

On behalf of the members of Kilkenny County Council the Cathaoirleach formally proposed a vote of sympathy to the family and friends of the late former Cllr. Margaret Tynan who had died within the past month. The Cathaoirleach spoke of Margaret Tynan’s distinguished political and business career and noted her contribution to local politics and the local community since she was first elected to the County Council in 1974. This contribution was highlighted by her numerous terms as Mayor of Kilkenny and her term as Cathaoirleach of Kilkenny County Council which commenced on her first year in the Council. Her work for Keep Kilkenny Beautiful was also noted. 
The proposal for a vote of sympathy was formally seconded by Cllr. P. Millea and agreed unanimously. 

Sympathy was extended on behalf of the Labour group and Green Party Councillor, Cllr Noonan by Cllr.Michael O’Brien

On behalf of the Executive the County Manager joined with the members in proposing the vote of sympathy in respect of the late former Councillor Tynan 

Contributions Cllrs. M. H. Cavanagh.
At this juncture in accordance with standing orders it was agreed that the meeting would stand adjourned for a period of 15 minutes. 

On resumption of the meeting a vote of sympathy was extended to John McCormack Director of Services following the recent death of his mother. Contributions Cllrs. T. Maher, M. H. Cavanagh, M. Lanigan and M. O’ Brien. 
Votes of Sympathy 

A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:-

· The Reid Family, Garrygaug, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Jim Reid. 
· Seamus Hartley, Brabstwon, Tullogher, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Jack Hartley. 

· Joe Brennan, Massford, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his brother Gerry Brennan. 

· Margaret Brennan, Loon, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother Statia Brennan. 

· Eamon Brennan, Tourtane, Clogh, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his wife Margaret Brennan. 

· Noel Power, Ringville, Slieverue, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his wife Alvie Power. 

· Breda McDonald, Ballinclea, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her sister Alvie Power. 

· P.J. Malone, Rochestown, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Anna Malone. 

· Jim Malone, Currabehy, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Anna Malone. 

· The Hennessy Family, Hoodsgrove, Rosbercon, Via New Ross, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Catherine Hennessy. 

· James Forristal Shanbogh, New Ross, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his uncle Patrick Forristal. 

· Nellie Phelan, Miltown, Kilmacow, Via Waterford ,Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband William Phelan. 

· Caitriona Doherty, Haggard, Glenmore, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her father William Phelan. 

· Eily Connolly, Robinstown, Glenmore, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Martin Connolly. 

· Joe Lannin, 50 Priory Avenue, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin on the death of his wife Mary Lannin. 

· Richard Delaney, Kells, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his son. 

· Philomena & Clayton Delaney, 20 McAuley Place, Kilkenny on the death of Richard Delaney. 

1. Confirmation of Minutes – Dearbhú Miontuairiscí

(a) 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 15th October, 2007. 
Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 15th October, 2007 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(b) Minutes of Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting held on 17h September, 2007. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting held on 17h September , 2007 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(c) 
Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 18th September, 2007 


Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:- 


“That the minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 18th September  2007 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(d) 
Minutes of Forward Planning & Development SPC Meeting  held on 25th October, 2007. 


Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan

And resolved:- 


“That the minutes of Forward Planning & Development SPC  Meeting  held on 25th October, 2007 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

2.
Business prescribed by Statue, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council. 


Gnó forordaithe do réir Reachaíochta, Orduithe Seasta, nó rúin an Chomairle. 

(a) Housing and Other Disposal – Tithíocht & Díuscairt Eile 

Proposed by Cllr. P. O’Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- 

(i) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in No. 21 The Meadows, Mallfield, Thomastown to Marion Quill in accordance with terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”. (Notification issued to members on 9th November, 2007) 

(ii) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in 37 St. Kierans Crescent to Andrew & Vivienne Quigley in accordance with terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”(Notification issued to members on 9th November, 2007) 

(b) Other Disposal - Díuscairt Eile

Proposed by Cllr.P. O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:-  
“That Kilkenny County Council approve of its disposal of its interest in lands at No. 24 Collins Park, Callan, Co. Kilkenny to Laurence Grace for the purpose of perfecting title to the above lands in Land Registry to Laurence Grace, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001” (notification attached) 

(c)

Water Services - Seirbhísí Slántaíochta

Proposed by Cllr. P. O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- 

“That Kilkenny County Council takes over the Dunamaggan Group Sewerage Scheme in accordance with the report and recommendation prepared for Council”.   

 
Contributions Cllrs. T. Brennan, M. Shortall and P. Millea. 
(d)
 Planning – Pleanáil

Variation No 9 of Kilkenny County Development Plan 2002 – 2008 Proposed rezoning at Thomastown – Residential & Community – to – General Business

Proposed by Cllr. D. Doyle, Seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill and resolved
Contributions Cllr. M. O’ Brien. 

(e)        Roads – Bóithre
 


Road Safety Plan (report circulated at the meeting) 
In presenting the amended Draft Road Safety Plan, John Mulholland Director of Services drew the member’s attention to the observations received during the public consultation period and the responses offered by Kilkenny County Council. He outlined to members that following their specific reference to provide for safety measures for cyclists and pedestrians, the following paragraphs are recommended to be included in the plan. 

sTo include under Section 3.1 Objective. 

“It is acknowledged that cyclists and pedestrians fall under the general category of vulnerable road users. It is noted that 70 persons from this road user group have died on Ireland’s roads to date this year. It is further noted that road incidents remain the number one killer of the sub group of under 14 year olds in Ireland in Europe generally. It is, therefore, a specific objective of this Plan to make roads safer for cyclist and pedestrians over the period 2007 to 2011” 

To include new Section 3.5.5 Cyclists and Pedestrians 

“In order to provide a safer environment for pedestrians and cyclists, and in order to meet national sustainability obligations, it shall be a target in this Plan to provide a network of cycle ways and footways/footpaths with safe crossing points during the period of the plan. To this end it is planned to review the proposed (2002) cycle path network for Kilkenny City and Environs, to liaise with the public and to implement the network over a two year period 2008 and 2009. It is also an objective to examine the provision of cycle ways and safe crossing points in the Kilkenny Environs of Waterford City and in a number of the County’s larger towns. 

It is also proposed to work closely with the Road Safety Authority regarding the provision of reflective armbands to all school children in the County”. 

Following this presentation it was proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved: “That the Road Safety Plan for Kilkenny 2007-2012 be and is hereby approved as per report and recommendation circulated with the October Agenda and the amendments as submitted at the November 2007 Meeting”. 

In response to queries from the members John Mulholland Director of Services informed the meeting that a report regarding the School Safety Programme would be presented for the December Meeting. 
He gave an update regarding progress on pedestrian safety in Graignamanagh. In response to a query from Cllr. P. Walsh he informed the meeting that he would require legal advice before responding to the issue of taking over speed limit responsibilities for housing schemes in Ferrybank. 

Contributions Cllr. M. Noonan, M. O’ Brien, P. O’ Neill, A. Phelan, T. Breathnach, D. Doyle, P. Walsh and M. Shortall. 

(f)
Corporate Affairs – Gnóthaí Corparáideacha

Filling of Vacancy on Regional Health Forum – South. Caused by resignation of Cllr. Catherine Phelan. 

   Issue deferred until December Meeting. 

(3)      Urgent Correspondence – Comhfhreagas Práinneach 

Members contributing noted with disappointment the NRA response to the invitation made at the September Meeting for a representative of the Authority to attend a Council Meeting. However, it was agreed that a deputation from Kilkenny County Council would meet with NRA representatives as per the suggestion by the NRA in their letter of the 9th October which had been circulated to all Councillors. 
It was agreed that the deputation would consist of the Cathaoirleach and 2 members from each party grouping. Following discussion, members noted that there was a requirement that the group would need to reflect between the various electoral areas to ensure that the priority roads which had been raised at various Council Meetings would be brought to the attention of the NRA at that meeting. Members contributing stressed the need for thorough preparation before meeting with the NRA and asked that a preparatory meeting with officials would take place as soon as possible. Suggestions were made as to when this deputation could meet with the NRA and one possibility expressed was the meeting take place following the ceremony to open of the Ring Road extension. 
The nominations from the Fine Gael group were given at this meeting, Cllr. P. Cuddihy & Cllr. D. Dowling. 

Mr. John Mulholland gave a brief outline of current progress on the various main road projects in County Kilkenny. 

Contributions Cllrs. M. H. Cavanagh, M. Doran, J. Brennan, P. O’ Neill, P. Millea, J. Coonan, T. Breathnach, P. Cuddihy, D. Dowling, M. O’ Brien, D. Doyle and M. Shortall. 
(4) Business adjourned from a previous meeting – Gnó ar athló   ó chrinniú Roimhe seo. 

None 

(5) Fix Dates and Times of Meetings – Dátaí agus Amanta do   chruinnithe a  shocru 

The schedule of meetings from November – January 
The schedule as forwarded was agreed with the following additions:- 

John Dempsey Head of Finance drew the attention of members to the upcoming Statutory Budget Meeting. IIt was agreed by members that the structure of meetings would follow previous years with briefing meetings to take place for members followed by the Statutory Budget Meeting .The dates and times for these meetings were fixed as follows:- 

· Briefing meeting for members regarding Kilkenny County Council Budget for 2008 Monday 10th December at 2.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber. 

· Second Briefing meeting if required Wednesday 12th December at 2.00 p.m. 

· Statutory Budget Meeting to take place on Monday 17th December at 2.00 p.m. before commencement of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council. 

He drew to the attention of members that the period for the consideration of the Draft Development Contribution Scheme had commenced. It was agreed that there would be a separate stand alone meeting to consider the draft scheme. The date for this meeting was fixed at Monday 3rd December at 2.00 p.m. 

It was agreed that details of these dates would be forwarded to all members. 

Philip O’ Neill Director of Services drew to the attention of the meeting, the forthcoming SPC 3 meeting fixed for Wednesday 5th December devoted to the National Climate Change Strategy. He confirmed that Dr. Ken Mackin Project Manager of the EPA would be delivering a presentation on same. 
Following expressions of interest in this issue by a number of Councillors, it was agreed that this meeting be expanded to a Special Meeting of the full County Council with an invitation also to be issued to members of Kilkenny Borough Council to attend. It was agreed that this meeting would be fixed for 2.00 p.m. on Wednesday the 5th of December. 

(6) Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council- Plé ar Thuairiscí  agus Moltaí ó Choistí an Comhairle: 

(a)
Chairmans Report of Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting held on 17th September, 2007. 

Report presented by Area Committee Chair Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh  


Main policy issues discussed were as follows:- 

· Multi Annual Roads Programme – Proposals for improvement works for same were presented to the members by the Area Engineer. 
· Extinguishment of Public Right of Way at Muckalee/Ballyfoyle 
 (b)
Chairman’s Report of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 18th September, 2007 


The report was presented by the Area Committee Chair, Cllr. M. O’ Brien. 
Main policy issues discussed were as follows:- 

· Proposed Extinguishment of Public Right of Way at Station Road, Thomastown. 

· Review of Anti flooding option 

· Potential sites for recreational areas in Thomastown are to be identified and there suitability assessed by the parks department. 

(b) Chairman’s Report on Forward Planning & Development Strategic Policy Committee held on Thursday 25th October, 2007. 
This report was presented by SPC Chair Cllr. P. Millea. 
Main issues discussed during the course of the meeting were as follows:- 

· Draft City & County Development Plan Update 
· Local Area Plans update 

· Rural Design Guidelines update 

· Presentation regarding Draft Development Contribution Scheme made by John Dempsey Head of Finance. 

· Tony Walsh gave an account of the gateways initiative 

Following presentation of this report members contributing requested that every effort would be made to role out the Local Area Plans for Bennettsbridge, Johnstown and Kilmacow as per the report.  John McCormack Director of Services informed the meeting of the difficulties of getting Local Area Plans prepared during a period that coincides with the statutory period of the County Development Plan due to staffing pressures. Members contributing requested that the Local Authority should see if there is a way of getting around the staff embargo to take on extra staff. Suggestions were also made that representatives from the Tipperary Institute be asked to look at the preparation of Area Plans following their input for Goresbridge. 
Contributions Cllrs. M. H. Cavanagh, P. O’ Neill, J. Brennan and M. Noonan. 

(7)   Other Business set for the Notice convening the Meeting 

    Gnó Eile romhainn i bhFógra reachtála an Chruinnithe 


   None 

(8)     Conferences – Comhdhálacha 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Doyle, Seconded by J. Brennan and resolved. 

(9) Matters Arising from Minutes – Gnótha  ag èirí as Miontuairiscí


None  

(10)
Any Other Business – Aon Ghnó Eile 


It was proposed by Cllr. J. Brennan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Shortall “That Kilkenny County Council call on the Department of the Environment to make funding available for the upgrade for the Clogh/Moneenroe Sewerage Scheme” 
Proposed by Cllr. J. Brennan, Seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill “That Kilkenny County Council write to the Department of Environment requesting that the level of grant funding for sewerage schemes be brought to the same level as water schemes as has been promised in the programme for Government. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. Shortall, Seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill “That Kilkenny County Council consider under their forthcoming estimates for 2008 the co funding of Community Development Officers with the Football Association of Ireland as happened in a number of Counties around the Country”.” 

In response to query from Cllr. P. O’ Neill, Philip O’ Neill Director of Services informed the meeting that the necessary equipment is on order in respect of connecting the Radestown supply (clarification required on this item)
 In response to a query from Cllr. M. O’ Brien John Mulholland Director of Services informed the meeting that new lane arrangements for John Street should operate more satisfactorily once completion of the Ring Road. 

The issue of having Health Matters placed on the Agenda was raised by Cllr. C. Long. The Cathaoirleach informed the meeting that this item had been discussed at CPG level and as Kilkenny County Council have no legal remit regarding these issues it had been decided not to include this specific item as part of the agenda. Following a discussion on this matter it was agreed that members should raise issues with their representatives on the Southern Regional Health Forum. Cllr. J. Coonan clarified the procedure for raising issues i.e. through a notice of questions or notices of motions. He encouraged Councillors to contact any of their representatives if they required issues to be raised. 
Regarding a query raised by Cllr. C. Long, Philip O’ Neill Director of Services informed the meeting that the hardness of the water from the new Silverspring source was a feature of that area being a limestone region. He clarified that the water was of the highest quality and agreed that this matter be explained by way of notice in the Munster Express. 

It was Proposed by Cllr. A. Phelan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Noonan and resolved: - “That Kilkenny County Council urges the Government to condemn the Japanese Government regarding their policy on whaling” 
 (11) Notices of Motion - Fógraí Rúin:

11(07)
Cllr. Tomas Breathnach – 11th November 2007
Proposed by Cllr. T. Breathnach, Seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill and resolved:- 
“Kilkenny County Council should produce Village Design Guidelines.   These would offer advice on developments in and around the villages of county Kilkenny so as to ensure to the maximum possible extent that new development is compatible with and complimentary to the existing built environment and sensitive to the character of the village setting”.
13.
Notices of Motion from other local authorities seeking support of Kilkenny County Council County   Council - Fógraí i dtaobh Rúin ó Údaráis Áitiúla eile ag lorg tacaíochta ó Chomhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh:

 22(07)
Kildare County Council – 9th October, 2007

“That, the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government be requested to amend Section 246(b) of the Planning Act 2000 which requires that public representatives pay a statutory fee of €20.00 in respect of a submission made on a planning application. The amendment should abolish the fee requirement for public representatives in their local authority area”

Noted 

23(07)

Monaghan Town Council – 25th October, 2007 

“That this Council expresses its disappointment with the Government for its intention to implement a new Community Childcare Subvention Scheme without any real consultation with Community Childcare providers. That we further declare that the present system of providing staffing grants is a more equitable measure rather than the direct subvention proposed under the new scheme which will benefit a small minority of parents which will likely lead to the closure of many community crèches and playschools. We hereby call on the Minister for Health and Children, Mary Harney, T.D., to support the role of community childcare outlets recognising that they have been responsible for providing a vital service which has allowed many parents to return to the workplace and equally important offering early learning opportunities for pre school children.  We demand that the proposed scheme be abandoned in favour of a more equitable scheme based on the current model”. 

Noted 

24(07)

Galway County Council – 6th November, 2007 


“That Galway County Council call on the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government to remove the Cap (€10,000 per house) on the amount of money he is prepared to provide for sewerage schemes in accordance with Circular L7/06” 

Noted 

25(07)

Monaghan County Council – 8th November, 2007

“That Monaghan County Council calls on the Government to reverse the Habitual Residency condition which must be met by certain people seeking certain social welfare payments including Child Benefit and that this payment is reinstated to the most vulnerable people in our society”. 

Noted 

26(07)

Monaghan County Council – 8th November, 2007 

“That this Council calls on the Government to speed up the process of determining the status of those seeking asylum in this country and that Child Benefit should be paid on a monthly basis through the Community Welfare Officer until their status is determined” 
Noted 
The presentation to the Kilkenny athletes which had been due to be held on the original date of the November meeting has been deferred to the January meeting of Kilkenny County Council.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
____________________________ 
_____________________
Cathaoirleach 




Date 

