Comhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh | Kilkenny County Council
Halla an Chontae Sraid £oin Cill Chainnigh County Hall John 5treet Kilkenny

TO: AN CATHAOIRLEACH
& EACH MEMBER OF KILKENNY COUNTY COUNCIL

RE: PART VIII - N24 TOWER ROAD JUNCTION IMPROVEMENT SCHEME

Planning & Development Acts 2000 - 2018
Planning & Development Regulations 2001 - 2018

DATE: 9t April, 2019

Dear Councillor,

In accordance with 179 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended and Part VIII of the
Planning & Development Regulations 2001, as amended, Kilkenny County Council hereby gives
notice of its intention to carry out the following development:

PART VIII - N24 TOWER ROAD JUNCTION IMPROVEMENT SCHEME

I attach herewith Report of the Director of Services together with Planner’s Report. I am satisfied
that the proposed development is consistent with proper planning and sustainable development of
the area and consistent with the provisions of the County Development Plan 2014 - 2020,

I recommend that Kilkenny County Council proceed with the proposed development in accordance
with the plans made available for public inspection and taking into account the recommendations
made by the Planning and other Service Departments.

(S
Colette Byrne
Chief Executive
i
Guthdn/Telephone: 056 7794000 Faics/Fax: 056 7794004 &d’.&

R-post/Email: info@kilkennycoco.ie  Greasdn/Webpage:www.kilkennycoco.ie



KILKENNY COUNTY COUNCIL

REPORT - Dated 9t April, 2019

In Accordance with Section 179 of the

Planning and Development Acts, 2000 as amended

RE: N24 Tower Road Junction Inprovement Scheme.

For consideration by the Elected Members

of Kilkenny County Council

at monthly meeting to be held
on 15" April 2019
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1. Introduction
1.1.  Part 8 Planning
1.1.1.  This report has been prepared for submission to the elected members of

Kilkenny County Council and contains information regarding the
proposed development, issues raised following the erection of the public
notice of the proposed development and the display for public inspection
of the plans and particulars and other matters as required in accordance
with Section 179 of the Planning & Development Acts, 2000 to 2018, and
the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 to 2018.

1.1.2.  This report should be read in conjunction with the Part 8 Planning
Drawings, available on the Planning File, which were also prepared in
accordance with the above-named legislation.

1.2. N24 Tower Road Junction Improvement Scheme
Part 8 Proposed Development

1.21.  The proposed development included in the Part 8 proposal comprises the
closure of Ink Bottle Junction (LP1038) on the N24 National Primary Road,
west of Piltown and improvements to the Tower Road junction, also on the
N24 west of Piltown. The site location is shown in Figure 1-1 and the
proposed development is described in more detail in Section 2.

DGO005 | E | Sth April 2019
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Background and Need for Junction Improvements

1.22.  The N24 National Primary Road connects the cities of Waterford and
Limerick. In 2002, Kilkenny County Council completed a 9.3-kilometre
improvement of the N24 between The Three Bridges (Tipperary/Kilkenny
County Boundary) and Clonmore Cross, west of Mooncoin village. This

wide single carriageway improvement bypassed the villages of Piltown
and Fiddown.

1.2.3. During the period 2002 - 2006, there were six fatal collisions, one serious
injury collision and nine minor injury collisions. A particular problem with
head-on collisions was evident.

1.24.  In 2006, a two plus one (2+1) carriageway retrofit was carried out as a pilot
project. Following the installation of the 2+1 scheme, road safety improved
along the route with the severity of the collisions reducing,.

1.25.  Inthe period 2007-2009, despite improvements in road safety, seven minor
injury collisions were recorded between the Ink Bottle and Tower Road
junctions on the N24. These collisions were largely associated with the
Tower Road junction and mainly involved conflict between vehicles
emerging from the junction and mainline traffic.

1.2.6. In 2010 a low-cost scheme was introduced in an effort to reduce collision
rates at the junctions. The scheme channeled the N24 eastbound traffic
down to one lane in advance of, and past, the Tower Road junction.
Visibility improvements and measures to restrict overtaking were
introduced.

1.27.  Kilkenny County Council approved a Part 8 scheme titled ‘N24 Junction
Improvement Scheme at Piltown” on the 20t March 2012. That approved
scheme included an over-bridge and link road design but was not
implemented. The proposed scheme the subject of this Part 8 is similar but
varies from that previously approved scheme.

1.28.  In 2014, delineator posts were installed to segregate the right turn for the
Ink Bottle junction. These prevent vehicles turning right out of the Ink
Bottle junction.

DGO000S | E | 9th April 2019
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12.9.  In 2017, further interim improvements to the existing layout were funded
by TII. The eastbound lane drop on the approach to the Tower Road
junction was moved further west, signage and delineation were improved
and two areas to facilitate speed enforcement were constructed. Tramore
House Regional Design Office carried out a Road Safety Impact
Assessment (RSIA) to determine the most appropriate long-term solution
for improving road safety along the N24 in the area. The assessment found
that from 2011 to 2016, there were two fatal collisions, three serious injury
collisions and eight minor collisions along the 1.3km section of road under
review, The assessment concluded that the interim measures, while
worthwhile, would not be satisfactory as a long-term solution. The
assessment identified this project concept as the preferred option.

1.210. The objective of the junction improvement works is to address existing
safety concerns in the local road infrastructure and to facilitate safe
junction movements.

1.211.  Itis anticipated that the proposed development will result in a significant
decrease in collisions. It will also provide improved facilities for
vulnerable road users, such as cyclists and pedestrians, using these
junctions. Improvements to these junctions are necessary to ensure the
safety of all road users.

DGO00S | E | 9th April 2019
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Nature & Extent of Proposed Works

Proposed Development

The proposed development consists of the following items:

e Upgrade of the Tower Road junction (which contains a structure
included in the Record of Protected Structure Memorial Tower
reference C211) to a compact grade separated junction including an
overbridge spanning the N24 national road

» Removal of existing Tower Road roundabout and replacement with a
new roundabout to the north west of Piltown Tower

e New 750m link road connecting the Ink Bottle Junction to the Tower
Road junction with closure of the Ink Bottle Junction access to the N24
for all vehicles except cyclists (which contains in proximate a
structure included in the Record of Protected Structure Reference at
Gate Lodge (The Turret or Ink Bottle) reference C1060)

¢ A connection to the local access road at the south of the bridge and
the N24. This road will have a junction onto the new link road beside
of the new bridge.

» Provision of cycle and pedestrian facilities and provision of room for
future cycle facilities.

e Widening of the current 2+1 N24 carriageway to a 2+2 carriageway
for 1.8km

» Public lighting improvements

» The installation of road markings and signage
e Surface water drainage system

o Hard and soft landscaping

Design Criteria

The Proposed Development has been designed based on standards set
down in Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII)'s suite of design standards
and technical documentation.

The designs shall generally be carried out to the current standard
specifications and publications issued by the Department of
Communications, Climate Action and Environment, the Department of
Housing, Planning and Local Government together with the Transport
Infrastructure Ireland and National Transport Authority. The following
Best Practice Guidance documents have been referenced during the course
of the of the options design development:

« National Cycle Manual (National Transport Authority, 2011)

DGOO0O5 | E | 9th April 2010
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As part of the planning application process the Road Design Section was
advised of planning requirements through a pre-planning submission
prior to lodging the application

Part 8 Planning

Atkins, in consultation with Kilkenny County Council developed the set
of Part 8 Planning Documents including:

¢ Part 8 Planning Drawings

» Appropriate Assessment Stage 1 Screening Report

» Architectural Heritage Impact Assessment Report

e Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment
e Environmental [mpact Assessment Screening Report
» Preliminary Construction Environmental Management Plan

e Preliminary Construction Ecological Appraisal

Details of the proposed junction improvements were provided on the
following drawings:

DRAWING LIST

ORAWING NUMBER DRAWING TTILE REV
5165044 /HTR /DR /B000 | COVER SHEET A
5165044 /HTR /DR / 8001 | DRAWING INDEX SHEET c
5165044 /HTR /DR /B0O02 | SITE LOCATION MAP A
5165044 /HIR /DR /8003 | SITE LCCATION PLAN E
5165044 /HIR/DR /8004 | SITELAYOUT PLAN - SHEET T OF 3 D
5165044 /HTR /DR /8005 | SITE LAYOUT PLAN - SHEET 2 OF 3 D
5165044 /HTR /DR /BOO6 | SITE LAYOUT PLAN - SHEET 30F 3 E
5165044 /HTR /DR /B007 | N24 ROAD CROSS SECTIONS - SHEET 10F 2 A
5165044 /HTR/DR/B008 | N24 ROAD CROSS SECTIONS - SHEET 2 OF 2 A
5165044 /HTR /DR /8009 | MAIN LINE ROAD CROSS SECTIONS -]
51685044 /HTR/DR /B010 | PROPOSED BRIDGE SECTIONS A
5165044 /HTR /DR /8011 | PROPOSED BRIDGE ELEVATIONS =
5165044 /HTR /DR /8012 | EXISTING & PROPOSED DRAINAGE - SHEET 1 OF 3 B
5165044 / HTR /DR / 8013 | EXISTING & PROPOSED DRAINAGE - SHEET 2 OF 3 B
5185044 / HTR /DR / 8014 | EXISTING & PROPOSED DRAINAGE - SHEET 3 OF 3 B

DG00O05 | E | 9th April 2019
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3.23.  This set of documents was submitted to Kilkenny County Council for Part
8 Planning on Friday 8" February, 2019. These documents were available
to view at four locations between Friday 8th February 2019 to FRIDAY
8th March 2019 inclusive, on the consult website:
https:/ /consult.kilkenny.ie/en and at the following Kilkenny County
Council offices:

Location Opening hours
Planning Department, Kilkenny From 9am to 1pm & 2pm o 5pm
County Council, County Hall, John Monday to Friday (Except Public
Street, Kilkenny City. Holidays)
Ferrybank Area Office Library, Tues/Thurs/Friday 10am to 1:30pm &
Kilkenny County Council, Ferrybank | 2:30pm to 5:10pm; Wed 10:30am to
Shopping Centre, Ferrybank, Co. 1:30pm, & 2:30pm to 7pm; Sat 9:30am
Kilkenny. to1:30pm. (Except Public Holidays)
Ferrybank Area Office, Kilkenny From 9am to 1pm & 2pm to Spm
County Council, Ferrybank Shopping | Monday to Friday (Except Public
Cenre, Ferrybank, Co. Kilkenny. Holidays)
Carnegie Library, Kilkenny County Tues 10am to 8pm, Wednesday 10am
Library, John’s Quay, Kilkenny City | to5pm, Thursday 10am to 5pm, Friday
10amto 5pm, Saturday 10am to1:30pm.
(ExceptPublic Holidays)

3.24. A period of six weeks was allowed for the submission, in writing, of any
observations regarding these plans by members of the public and
interested parties. The closing time and date for receipt of observations
was Friday 22rdMarch, 2019.

3.3. Advertisement and Site Notice

3.3.1 A notice describing the proposed development was placed in the Kilkenny
People, 8th February 2019. A Site Notice was displayed at the site location
from 8th February 2019.

3.3.2.  Copies of the Site Notices and newspaper advertisement for the Part 8
Planning Application are presented in Appendix B.

DGO005 | E | Sth April 2019
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Referrals

The following Statutory Agencies were contacted as part of the Part 8
planning process:

e Southern Regional Fisheries Board

e National Parks & Wildlife

o DEHG - Architectural Heritage

e DEHG - National Monuments/ Archaeology

The following referrals were also made:
¢ Environment Section, Kilkenny County Council

e Conservation Officer, Kilkenny County Council

e Ferrybank Area Engineer, Kilkenny County Council

Data Compilation

A full list of those persons who made observations for the Part 8 Planning
Application has been compiled and this information is presented in
Appendix A.

Copies of the Part 8 Planning Drawings are also available.

Implications for Proper Planning and Sustainable
Development of the Area

The proposed development is consistent with the provisions of the
Kilkenny County Development Plan 2014-2020 and is compatible with the
proper planning and sustainable development for the area.

Appended to this report is the assessment of the Senior Planner, Planning
Department (see Appendix C):

All conditions/comments will be taken into account when preparing the
detailed tender drawings.

DG0005 | E | Sth April 2019
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Conclusions

Responses were drafted to observations as submitted to the Planning
Application.

The Designers had to consider a number of factors, outlined below in no
particular order, when presenting the Preliminary Design for Part 8
Planning including;:

The closure of the Ink Bottle Junction

The impact on adjacent landowners

Concerns with regard to increased traffic on Tower Road
The new junction layout

Provision of facilities for pedestrians and cyclists

While there were many relevant observations to which regard will be had
in completing the detailed design of the footbridges, the provision of a safe
junction layout at the Tower Road Junction remains the most important
salient fact to be considered.

DGO005 | E | Sth April 2019
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5. Kilkenny County Councils intention
regarding the proposed
development

Proposed Development:

Part 8 Proposal
N24 Tower Road Junction Improvement Scheme

I recommend that Kilkenny County Council proceed with the proposed
development in accordance with the plans made available for public inspection and
taking into account the recommendations made by the Planning Department having

considered all statutory and non statutory submissions.

SIGNED T

Tim Butler
Director of Services

DG0005 | E | 9th April 2019
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Appendix A. List of Persons submitting
Observations

DG0005 | E | 9th April 2019
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Observations to Part 8 Planning (2019) Received

Ref Submitted By
OB 100 |Leigh Blackmore
OB 101 |Inland Fisheries Ireland
OB 102 |Ned Nagle (on behalf of Joe Malone)
OB 103 |Pierce Malone
08 104 |John & Muireann Malone
0B 105 |Mary & Tim O'Brien
Robert Duggan on behalf of:
Robert Duggan
Pauline O'Shea
Aoife Maher
Marie-Ppeire Mathpeu
Vernan Buckley
OB 106 |Jayne Whelan
James Miller
Sinead Connolly
Robert Blackmaore
Niamh Power
Robert Blackmore
Grace Blackmore
OB 107 |Michael Malone
OB 108 {Catherine & John Bymes
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Appendix B. Site Notices and Newspaper
Notice

DG0005 | E | 9th April 2019
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i Monday 11® February in The Rower Hall

PUBLIC MEETING

The Rower Village
Health Check Report

Kitkenny County Councll will be hoiding a public
meeting and prasentation to provide feadback on
the recently complated Village Health Chack seport
for The Rower,

The presantation will ba held on

=t 8.00p.m.
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Kilkenny County Council tooks ferward 1o seeing
you there.

Michael Delahunty,
Community Section,
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Plonning and Davetopment Act 2000 - 2018
Planning and Developmant Regulations 2001 -- 2010
NOTICE OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT BY A LOCAL AUTHORITY

N24 Tower Road Junction
Improvement Scheme.

In acoondanco with Section 178 of tha Planning and Bevelopment Act 2000-2118
ant Part 8, Articta B of tho Pianring and Davelcpment Regulations 2001-2018,

\ Wilkenny County Council hecehy glves natice of ita intention to undertake tha H2A
| Towse Road Junction Improvement Schama in tovnalands of Barrynacrea,
| Beiline & Rogerstown, Banagher, Piltown and Tibberaghay,

The proposed development witl conalst of ;

*  Upgroda of axisting Tower road junctlon (which containa & structure Includod
i tha Record of Pratectsd Structurs Mamorial Tawer reference €217 to a
compact grada separated junciion lncluding an ovarbridge spanning the N24
national read

* Remowval of existing Tower Road roundabout and raplacement with a new
roundabotrt 1o the north wast of Piltown Towsr

= Ngw 750m link road connecting the Ink Bottie Junction ko the Tower Road |

juncticn with closuro of the Ink Bottle Junction acessa to tha 24 for all

veticles exceant cyclsts {which contains In proximats e structure included |
In the Record of Protected Structure Reference at Gate Lodgo {The Turret or |

Ink Bottic) referenca CI060)

Widsning of the current 2+1 N24 carriagewsy to 8 2+2 carrlagaway for 18km
Provision of cyctist end padestrian fecllities

Publlc lighting iImprovements

“Tha instaltation of ropd markings and signaga

Surface water drainage system

Hard and scit landscaping

In accordance with the requirements of Article 120{T)({a) of the Planning and
Development Regulations 2007 (as amanded) and Saction 50(1) of the Roads Act
1353 (23 amendad), the local suthority has made a prelimtinary examination of the
naturn, size snd location of tha proposud devolopment. The authority has con-

I T )

| cletad that thers is no real lkelhood of significant effects on the envirenment
srising from the progesed davelopment and a determination has besn made that |

on Envirenmentat impact Assassment (E1A) s not regquired.

L
As per Article 120{3) where any parscn considers that the developmant proposed |

to ba carried out would bo Ukity to have signiicant affecta on the enviconment, he

or she may, al any thne bafore the expiration of 4 weeks baginning on tha date of |
the publication of this notica apply to An Bord Pleandia for & scresning determina- ©
| tion as to whethar tha davelopment would ba Ukely 1o have a significant affect on |
; the environment. ¥

1 Ptans and particuiars of the propesad development will be evaitahle 1o view on

the consult wehsitn: 0 fgn and forinsgection orpurchase

for a fee not exceeding the reasonabls cost of meking a copy during offica hours
from Friday B* February 2819 to until Friday 8™ March 2014 Inclushve, at the
follering Kitkenny County Difices:

Opening howrs

From fam ta 1pm B 2pm to Lom Monday ta
Fritlay |[Excopt Public Holidays)
Tues/ThersiFridsy 10am to 1.30pm &
2:30pm to S:30pm; Wed 10:30am to 130pm,
B 2:30pm to Tam: Sat 8.302m to 130pm.
{Excapl Pubtic Holdays)

Departmant, Kitkenmy County Coun-

Ferrytank Area Offica Librery, Klikenny
County Counct, Farrybank Shopping Cantra,
Forrytarsk, Co. Kilienny

Ferrybent Arsa Dffica, Xltkanny County From Gom ta tpm B 2 ta 56m Montay to
| | Counc, Ferrybank Shopping Cantre. Ferry-  Friday (Except Public Holdoys)

K24y Carnagio Library, Kilksay County  Tues [0am to Bpm, Wecnasday 10am to

Council, Johrfs Quay, Kibanny City. Spim, Thursday 10am to Spm, Friday 10am

to5pm, Saturday 10am ta E30pm. (Except
Publli Holidays)

worniBireytieciais Friday, Fatrowy B, 2073

(

l i

'l

i‘

||

Subrmissions or observations with respect to the proposed devetopment desting
with the prepar planning and devalopment of tha acea in which the davelopmant
will ba carriad put may ba made

 onling on the consult website hispsonsuirkidkanmy lafan o
« viaemalto ] or

* in writing to the Planaing Department, Kilkenny County Councif County Hail
John Streat, Kilkenny.
The Latest date {or receipt of comamants on tha above schama is Friday 22+
March 2019.

Submissions should ba clearty mackad N2k Towsr Rasd Junction improvemsnt

i|' Schems,

Tim Bistler,
Director of Services.
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Appendix C. Planner’'s Report

© SNC Lavalin except where stated otherwise
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To:

CombhairleChontae Chill Chainnigh
Kilkenny County Council

Tim Butler, Director of Services, Roads

From: Arlene O’ Connor, Senior Executive Planner

Date: 5/4/2019 Part VIII Ref:P.8/3/19

Re:

N24 Tower Road Junction Improvement Scheme, Piltown, Co.

Kilkenny

Part VIII Proposal
The proposed consists of the following works;

Upgrade of existing Tower road junction (which contains a structure
included in the Record of Protected Structure Memorial Tower reference
C211) to a compact grade separated junction including an overbridge
spanning the N24 national road;

Removal of existing Tower Road roundabout and replacement with a new
roundabout to the north west of Piltown Tower;

New 750m link road connecting the Ink Bottle Junction to the Tower Road
junction with closure of the Ink Bottle Junction access to the N24 for all
vehicles except cyclists (which contains in proximate a structure included in
the Record of Protected Structure Reference at Gate Lodge (The Turret or Ink
Bottle) reference C1060);

Widening of the current 2+1 N24 carriageway to a 2+2 carriageway for 1.8km;
Provision of cyclist and pedestrian facilities;

Public lighting improvements;

The installation of road markings and signage;

Surface water drainage system; and

Hard and soft landscaping

Site Location

The proposed works are on the N24 National Primary Road, west of Piltown along
with improvements to the Tower Road junction, also on the N24 West of Piltown.
The junction to be closed, namely Ink Bottle Junction (LP1038) is on the N24, again
west of Piltown.

Zoning
The site falls predominately beyond the settlement boundary for Piltown as
designated within the Kilkenny County Development Plan 2014 - 2020, with one

1



very small portion of the site, along the LS5125, falling within the Settlement
Boundary.

Heritage

Protected Structure -The works are proximate to two protected structures namely,
Memorial Tower (C211) and the Ink Bottle (C1060).

Recorded Monument - There is no evidence of the road proposal interfering with
known archaeological monuments however there a number of archaeological
features in the vicinity of the works: fulacht fiadh, Site of the 15th century Battle of
Piltown, and medieval features.

ACA - The site does not fall within any Architectural Conservation Area.
SAC - The site does not bound or fall proximate to any SAC.

SPA - The site falls beyond any SPA.

pNHA - The site is not within any pNHA.

Appropriate Assessment
The site has been screened in relation to the Habitats Directive Project Screening
Assessment and there are no impacts determined on any Natura 2000 site.

Environmental Impact Assessment

An Environmental Impact Assessment Report is not required for this development
and the need for such is screened out as the proposed road scheme does not meet the
mandatory EIA requirements as definedunder Schedule 5 of the Planning and
Development Regulations 2001 - 2018.

Relevant Planning Policy and Guidelines
Kilkenny County Development Plan 2014 - 2020.
Section “11.7.6 Road improvement projects “ of the County Development Plan states

as follows:

“The Council, with the support of the NRA, is progressing/developing a number of schenes
within County Kilkenny as follows:

N24 Mooncoin bypasse

N24 Tower Road Overbridgee

N24 Carrick on Suir bypasse

N25 Waterford - Glenmore e

N76 Callan Road realignmente

N77 Ballynaslee e

N78 Damerstown Improvement Schenie ”

Section “11.7.8.1 Road Objectives” identifies objection 11G as follows:
“11G To support the implementation of the NRA projects as outlined above.”

The Tower Road overbridge is therefore an objective in the current county
development plan to be achieved.



Regional Planning Guidelines

The scheme is also supported at regional level through sections 3.2 and 4.10.7 of
the Regional Planning Guidelines 2010 - 2022.

Those objectives are carried through to the Draft Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategy for the Southern Region with objectives RPO 21 and RPO 159.

Supporting documents submitted and considered with this Part 8 application
Environment Impact Assessment Screening Report

This concluded that no Environmental Impact Assessment Report is required for this
development.

Appropriate Assessment Screening Report
This concluded that no Natura Impact Statement is required for this development.

Ecological Impact Assessment Report
This concluded that no protected / notable habitats were identified on the site.

Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment
This concluded that there were no impacts on nearby protected structures or
monuments.

Outline Construction and Environmental Management Plan

Internal Departmental Reports
Conservation Officer - Concluded in his report with the following
recommendations;

e A detailed architectural survey to be compiled on the Memorial Tower (C211)
and the Ink Bottle (C1060) prior to commencing works. This survey shall
include an assessment of the condition of both protected structures,
highlighting areas of defects or absent masonry etc. and architectural details.
Should areas requiring attention be indentified in the Memorial Tower (which
is positioned in the centre of the road) they shall be included in the capital
works for the project. Proposals for landscaping and presenting the buildings
on completion of the project shall accompany the survey. The survey shall be
forwarded to the Planning Authority for comment prior to commencement of
works.

* A structural assessment to be undertaken prior to works on both structures,
while a vibration monitoring strategy during construction is also
recommended. Both shall be submitted to the Planning Authority for
cormunent prior to commencement of works.

e All works to adhere to the recommendations as set out in the Archaeological
and Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment



* Design and installation of interpretative signage as part of the project. Such
signage and location proposals shall be submitted to the Planning Authority
for comment prior to installation.

Third Party Submissions

This Part VIII proposal was placed on public display from Friday February 8t to
Friday 8% March. Submissions could be made during this period and for a further
two weeks until Friday 227 of March. A total 11 no. submissions were received and

are summarised for the purpose of this report in the table below.

Name

Issue Raised

Response

Leigh Blackmore .

Opposes closure of Ink Bottle
junction

Existing traffic calming insufficient
on Tower Rd.

Requests reduced speed of 30kph
on Tower Rd.

KCC will undertake

traffic

calming measures along Tower
Road in 2019 which address
the issues raised.

Inland Fisheries

[FI make a number of recommendations
relating to eliminating environmental
impacts
construction operations.

from the project and

The issues raised by

Inland

Fisheries will be addressed in
full during the detail design
stage

Ned Nagle for Joe | e
Malone

Concerns raised about the loss of
agricultural land and economic
impact. Requests land take be
minimised and opposes cycle ways
and footpath.

Weed control on lands for cycle
ways.

The land take has been
minimised to reduce
impact on agricultural
land.

The cycle lanes and
footpaths provided on the
new link road are in lands
that would otherwise have
been grass verges and
therefore have no impact
on overall land take.

Pierce Malone for | a.

Joe Malone

Questions the need for 2+2 and
dividing wall & islands.

Requests traffic movements in the
area undergo further scrutiny.

Opposes Ink Bottle junction closure
as it serves an extensive hinterland.
Increased speed at Malone farm
entrance.

Proposes aligning over bridge with
the Tower.

Concerned about radii on proposed
layout.

Opposes cycle lanes on the scheme
due to safety and lack of use,

Providing a 2-lane dual
carriageway with central
median will reduce the
likelihood of this type of

¢. Questions increased traffic on new collision and the central
roundabout from Ink Bottle barrier will  eliminate
Jjunction closure. collisions  with  right

turning vehicles.

Traffic movements on and
off the bridge and
surrounding areas will be
further reviewed at detailed
design stage.

The roundabout has been
designed for an appropriate
level of traffic as modelled
from traffic count data
collected at the existing
Ink Bottle junction and the
Tower Road Junction. No




significant impact
anticipated.

Safety is the main driver of
the new junction layout
and the closure of the Ink
Bottle Junction. The new
arrangement will continue
to serve the wider
hinterland.

The entrance will be
further from the 100km/h
national road, on a straight
section of road. The new
arrangements provides a
safer entry and exit to the
land holding.

The  current  location
maximises the use of the
existing road area and
minimises land take from
landowners.

The new junction layouts
have been designed in
accordance  with  TII
geometric standards.

Cycle lanes are included
in accordance with national
policy and the cycle lanes
and footpaths provided on
the new link road are in
lands that would otherwise
have been grass verges and
therefore have no impact
on overall land take.

Joe Malone

A roundabout and increased public
lighting proposed.

Suggests using all waste ground
rather than land acquisition.

Object to cycle and pedestrian
facilities.

Valuation of the land take of
€50,000 per acre.

Concerns with regards to safety of
new farm entrance and
accommodation works.

A roundabout and public
lighting would not
address the safety issues
identified.

The design maximises
existing KCC land and
minimises land take from
landowners.

Cycle lanes are included
in accordance with national
policy.

Monetary  compensation
will be determined at
property acquisition stage
which is separate from this
Part 8 process.

The new entrance
arrangements are
considered to be safer and
accommodation works will
be agree with the land




owner should the scheme
proceed.

i

John &
Muireann Malone

Raises concems that their property
will suffer noise, intrusion of
vehicular lights and potential loss of
existing hedgerow and effects on
their entrance.

The existing hedge will be

maintained

and further

screening will be provided.

The entrance will

not be

effected.

Mary &Tim O'Brien |

Concerned that their property will
be surrounded by roads.

Concerned that their existing trees
could be a hazard into the future.
Will suffer major inconvenience
disturbance and pollution. Devalue
our property due to increased
visibility and security risk.

The scheme may encroach on our
property.

a.

A screen planting will be
provided at this property to
preserve the privacy

The new road layout will
not have any impact or
changes in liability with
regard to existing trees.
Disturbance during
construction and
devaluation of property are

issued that will be
addressed at CPO stage.
Land take does not

encroach on property and
screen planting will be
provided as part of the
scheme.

Robert Duggan for 8
residents

= o

Strongly supports the overall
proposal without:

The closure of Ink Bottle junction.
A small monument to honour those
hurt & injured.

Less traffic passing school in
Templeorum.

Reduces rural isolation.

Emergency vehicle access.

More traffic on Tower Rd.

Support for the scheme
noted.

Safety is the main driver of
the new layout. A safer
overall combination of
junction layouts is
provided by combining the
existing Ink Bottle and
Tower Road junctions into
a single compact grade
separated junction.

KCC will consider this
request in the context of its
policy on the locating and
installation of roadside
memorials,

No change in traffic
passing the school in
Templeorum is anticipated.
The traffic calming
measures, footpaths and
pedestrian facilities will
increase connectivity
locally thereby reducing
rural isolation.

Emergency vehicles will
not be adversely impacted.
Access will be safer for all
users.

KCC will undertake traffic




calming measures along
Tower Road in 2019
which will provide
significant degree of
traffic calming and safer
environment.

Michael Malone

Concerned about increased traffic flow
entering the village from the proposed
roundabout as the Malone entrance is
effectively a concealed entrance
approaching from the new roundabout.

An increased volume of traffic
flow through Piltown is not |
anticipated as a result of this |
scheme.

Catherine&  James
Byrne

Wishes to maintain cattle crossing,
forestry plantation and re use old fence.

Maintaining the cattle crossing |
on the dual carriageway road
would be unsafe and pose an
undue risk to all road users.
The new over bridge provides
an alternative crossing,

Pierce Malone

a. Questions the need for2+2 and

dividing wall & islands.

b. Requests traffic movements in the |

area undergo further scrutiny.

c. Questions increased traffic on new
roundabout from Ink Bottle
junction closure,

d. Opposes Ink Bottle junction closure
as it serves an extensive hinterland.

e. Increased speed at Malone farm
entrance.

f. Proposes aligning overbridge with
the Tower.

g. Concerned about radii on proposed
layout.

h. Opposes cycle lanes on the scheme
due to safety and lack of use,

a. Providing a 2-lane dual

carriageway with central
median will reduce the
likelihood of this type of
collision and the central
barrier will eliminate
collisions  with  right
turning vehicles.

b. Traffic movements on and
off the bridge and
surrounding areas will be
further reviewed at detailed
design stage.

¢. The roundabout has been
designed for an appropriate
level of traffic as modelled
from traffic count data
collected at the existing
Ink Bottle junction and the
Tower Road Junction. No
significant impact |
anticipated.

d. Safety is the main driver of
the new junction layout |
and the closure of the Ink
Bottle Junction. The new
arrangement will continue
to serve the wider
hinterland.

e. The entrance will be
further from the 100km/h
national road, on a straight
section of road. The new
arrangements  provides a
safer entry and exit to the
land holding.

f. The current location




maximises the use of the
existing road area and
minimises land take from
landowners,

g The new junction layouts
have been designed in
accordance  with  TII
geometric standards.

h. Cycle lanes are included
in accordance with national
policy and the cycle lanes
and footpaths provided on
the new link road are in
lands that would otherwise
have been grass verges and
therefore have no impact
on overall land take.

Assessment

The proposed project is designed to alleviate serious safety issues that arose on the
N24 post 2002 when Kilkenny County Council completed a 9.3-kilometre
improvement of the N24 between The Three Bridges (Tipperary/Kilkenny County
Boundary) and Clonmore Cross, west of Mooncoin village. This wide single
carriageway improvement bypassed the villages of Piltown and Fiddown.

Between 2002 - 2006, there were six fatal collisions, one serious injury collision and
nine minor injury collisions. A particular problem with head-on collisions was
evident.

In the period 2007-2009, despite improvements in road safety, seven minor injury
collisions were recorded between the Ink Bottle and Tower Road junctions on the
N24. These collisions were largely associated with the Tower Road junction and
mainly involved conflict between vehicles emerging from the junction and mainline
traffic.

Kilkenny County Council approved a Part 8 scheme titled ‘N24 Junction
Improvement Scheme at Piltown’ on the 20t March 2012. That approved scheme
included an over-bridge and link road design but was not implemented. The
proposed scheme the subject of this Part 8 is similar but varies from that previously
approved scheme.

A further assessment found that from 2011 to 2016, there were two fatal collisions,
three serious injury collisions and eight minor collisions along the 1.3km section of
road under review.

The objective of the junction improvement works is to address existing safety
concerns in the local road infrastructure and to facilitate safe junction movements.



Recommendation

Having regard to the traffic safety issues along the stretch of road concerned
between the Ink Bottle and the Tower Road Junctions, the potential benefits of the
scheme in terms of road safety and the objectives to upgrade and improve the N24
contained in the statutory regional documents and the Kilkenny County
Development Plan 2014 -~ 2020 it is considered that the scheme is in accordance
with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area..

It is therefore recommended that the Part 8 application as proposed for the N24
Tower Road Junction Improvement Scheme, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny, be approved by
Council subject to the requirements of the Inland Fisheries, the completion of a
detailed architectural survey and structural assessment on the Memorial Tower
(C211) and the Ink Bottle (C1060) prior to commencing works with a vibration
monitoring strategy during construction.

Signed: D—l/w‘/aé'@—- Date: 8t April 2019,

: T
Senior Planner




