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Appendix A

Timeline for Preparation of Kilkenny
County Council Cultural Strategy

Timeline for Preparation of Kilkenny County Council Cultural Strategy
This timeline shows the key drivers and steps in the preparation of the Kilkenny County Council Cultural Strategy 2018-2022 by the Cultural Services Section of
Kilkenny County Council.

October 2015 Establishment of Cultural Services Section by Direc f Services (Planning & Development, Heritage, Community, Arts & Culture)

Presentation to Strategic Policy Committee 3 (Planning & Development, Heritage, Community, Arts & Culture) regarding
establishment of the Cultural Services Section

Publication of Culture 2025 / Eire lidanach (A Framework Policy to 2025) by the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and
Gaeltacht Affairs requesting a collaborative approach to cultural services delivery

Correspondence from Minister of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs requesting establishment of Local Authority
cultural teams and adoption of Creative Ireland programme

Invitation from Cultural Services Section from suitably qualified consultants for quotes to help with the preparation of 5 Year County
24th Fe 017 .
Kilkenny Cultural Strategy

March 2017 Creative Ireland requests Local Authorities to prepare a 5 year County Kilkenny Culture and Creativity Strategy

. Presentation to Strategic Policy Committee 3 (Planning & Development, Heritage, Community, Arts & Culture) on the process for
12th April 2017 - :
preparation of County Kilkenny Cultural Strategy

20th April 2017 Appointment of M.CO to work with the Cultural Services Section to facilitate the preparation of the County Kilkenny Cultural Strategy

Kilkenny County Council Cultural Strategy Stakeholder consultation workshop (including Kilkenny Heritage Forum)

11th April 2018 Presentation to Strategic Policy Committee 3 (Planning & Development, Heritage, Community, Arts & Culture)
21st May 2018 Kilkenny County Council Cultural Strategy (Arts, Heritage, Libraries) 2018 -2022 adopted by Kilkenny County Council

July 2017 Appropriate Assessment of Kilkenny County Council Cultural Strategy (Arts, Heritage, Libraries) 2018—2022 completed
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Appendix B

Stakeholder Workshop Output

Kilkenny Cultural
Strategy

Facilitator's Summary of
Workshop Outputs

June 2017
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INTRODUCTION

The Cultural Services Section of Kilkenny County Council convened a stakeholder
workshop on 26" May 2017 to gather insights for the development of an Integrated
Cultural Strategy for County Kilkenny, setting out a vision for the next 5 years and
identifying strategic actions for Heritage, Arts and Libraries Services.

The workshop was attended by 28 participants — bringing together diverse expertise
from people involved directly or indirectly in shaping the intrinsic culture and the
cultural services on offer across County Kilkenny.

The workshop was facilitated by MCO and this document is the facilitator’s
summary of conversations and synthesis of worksheets completed by the
participants, who worked in teams on the day. The purpose of this document is to
share the insights and ideas captured on the day for feedback.

WORKSHOP PURPOSE

» To co-create a shared vision for the future of cultural services in County Kilkenny.

» To gather input from stakeholders to better understand our users, our current
strengths and our potential opportunities.

e To understand what is needed to enable success.
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WORKSHOP FLOW

 Identify strategic themes
» Prioritise key strategic themes
> Future Vision: Big Ideas

* Understand the end users

* |dentify cultural touchpoints

 |dentify opportunities and gaps

» Discovering Personas: User Insight

PART 1

Visualise future
success for culture
in County Kilkenny.

Identify and
prioritise big ideas
to focus on.

o5

Kilkenny County Council Cultural Strategy - Arts, Heritage and Libraries, 2018-2022

Appendix B




i Tk

L
W)

FUTURE VISION

Looking ahead 5 years, what headlines would
you like to read about culture in County Kilkenny?

Your ideas were captured and the following
common themes were emerging:

* Resources and facilities

*  Community engagement

* Inclusivity

*  Children and youth

* Rural development

* Libraries

*  Built environment

¢ Film, drama and animation
e Cultural hub and global leader
» Jobs and economy

* Galleries

*  Music

FUTURE VISION

Snapshot of what you told us matters to you

Tourism .'QQ %

Assets (¢ & 7o, %
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EXTRACTING THE BIG IDEAS

Reflecting on the common

themes emerging,
participants collectively
prioritised six big ideas to

shape the development of

the Integrated Cultural
Strategy for County

Kilkenny.

Inclusivity

Resources &

Facilities

Children &

Youth

Community
Engagement

Built
Environment

Rural
Development

Shared
Opportunities

EXPLORING POTENTIAL OPPORTUNITIES

Resources

& Facilities

Support the use of
existing community
spaces as a resource for
cultural activities.

Community
Engagement

“Then and now” visual
Kilkenny archive.

Linking more with
festivals.

Tapping into existing
interests, e.g. Abbey
Quarter open day.

Information sharing with
elected representatives.

Increase inclusion of
minority groups.

Create stronger links

with tourism industry.

Children &
Youth

Children’s “passport” for
experiencing natural and
built culture.

Expand cultural element
of Kilkenny Kids.

Rural
Development

National Rural
Development Strategy
opportunity & funding.

Create stronger links
with tourism industry.

Built
Environment

Re-use / re-discovery
project for existing
buildings owned by
Kilkenny County
Council.

Opening brownfield
sites.

Include training
elements in
redevelopments
(conservation).

Linking with third-level
colleges.

Further development of
merchant housing.

» Creating knowledge and awareness of what already exists, e.g. through an integrated database and interactive map of cultural services and networks.

» Connecting and supporting networks between individuals, groups and organisations involved in culture, e.g. through platform, Creative Ireland planning, etc.

» Enabling partnerships between cultural services, to strengthen connections between practitioners and to create joined-up offerings for users.

» Tapping into the interest and resources of the diaspora.

o7
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HARNESSING OUR STRENGTHS

Community
Engagement

Resources
& Facilities

Community spaces with Change in national
potential to use more for  policy to work with local
cultural purposes. authorities.

Strong infrastructure
and knowledge for
music, theatre and
festivals.

Community engagement
is a part of public policy
— need to build on this.

Council — support of

Data research. elected representatives.

Community engagement
is a part of public policy
— need to build on this.

Children &
Youth

Existing programmes —
libraries initiatives, artist in
residence programme for
primary schools, teacher

Rural
Development

LEADER programme
& local development

strategy linked.

courses with artists, outdoors  Geographically

and forest programme, etc.

Existing groups / institutions
— Barnstorm, Butler Gallery
education programmes,
DCCol child-friendly
exhibitions, County
Childhood Committee, KAF
youth, children and family
pillar, Education Centre,
young filmmakers, etc.

Kilkenny Kids publication.

» Deep cultural appetite, pride and awareness, including appreciation of the intrinsic value of culture.

» Strong and diverse natural environment and built heritage.

spread network of
libraries.

Built

Environment

Living City Initiative.

123
<
2 > Committed and collaborative ecosystem of individuals, groups and networks.
o
% » “Brand Kilkenny” — well-established reputation as destination for culture, in particular craft.
o
% » Integrated approach to planning Heritage, Arts and Libraries services — joined up thinking and doing.
<
® » Momentum of the Creative Ireland five-year initiative.
» Track record of success and learnings (including Kilkenny Design Workshops, led by Irish Export Board in 1960s).
Resources Community Children & Rural Built
& Facilities Engagement Youth Development Environment
Knowledge regarding Elected representative Diversity and age range Maintaining engagement  Need to improve rural Balancing contemporary
planning, conservation agenda. of population across with young people transport options to design with best practice
and grants. through their various life support access to — no pastiche.
stages. cultural activities.
Converting existing Ensuring an appropriate
assets into actual Challenge of cross- balance of focus in
offerings that engage border working. development of urban
users. and rural environments.
Keeping the heart of the
villages across County
Kilkenny.
» Challenges associated with funding, capacity and skills required.
0
$ > Large rural population and wide geographic spread, causing difficulties with accessibility of cultural services and a fair distribution of resources and facilities.
c
% » Lack of transport options connecting cultural services and destinations, resulting in limited accessibility.
=
% » Silos of information on what cultural services and networks exist and how to access them. Limited communication with the public.
% » Challenges associated with dealing with multiple agencies and stakeholders.

» Need to measure and evaluate culture (e.g. in economic terms, in health and well being terms, etc.).
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IDENTIFYING WHO'’S INVOLVED

Educational

Youth
Services +
Groups

Voluntary +
Community
Groups

Pre-schools,

primary schools,

secondary
schools

Institutions

Third-level
institutions

6 Big Ideas:

Who needs to

be involved in
developing

CoCo.
Architects,
planners,

Funding
Bodies

Heritage

Cultural

Regional

Agencies

Public
Reps

Agencies

PART 2

Uncover insights
into key end users
— identify existing
cultural touchpoints

and opportunities to
do more.
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DISCOVERING PERSONAS

We considered six key
user personas, mapping
out how they currently
engage with culture and
potential opportunities for
them to engage further. We
considered diverse age
groups, rural and urban
settings, and different
interests.

DISCOVERING PERSONAS

Exploring how our users currently interact with cultural services

The present is about what our users do.

“d

Comyinity =-""::

MIISIG
Crafts

Library=

iSIIIII'Im

ﬁumun
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10

Kilkenny County Council Cultural Strategy - Arts, Heritage and Libraries, 2018-2022

Appendix B



DISCOVERING PERSONAS

Exploring opportunities to improve cultural services for our users

The future is about how our users do it.

Lmkmg = =0

——|
coun s...u'

EE

="3“3 =||erllage
=

SHIOMION

dasojqng

Information &
Communication

Structured
Participation
Opportunities

Education

Community Groups

Libraries

Knowledge & Skills

DISCOVERING PERSONAS

Exploring opportunities to improve cultural services for our users

Improve availability and accessibility of information on cultural services.
Website mapping cultural destinations.

“What’s happening” page online.

Link with local businesses / organisations to distribute information.

Structured arts and crafts programmes for children.
Structured science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEAM) events and
facilities.

Tap into networks of teachers and principals.

Promote a list of targeted speakers in schools.

Explore learning from / rolling out school-led initiatives / programmes (e.g. CBS TY
archaeology course).

Explore the opportunity to increase linkages with the education sector and to create links
with the curriculum.

Tap into active community groups (e.g. retirement communities).

Mobilising parents to access libraries more frequently.
Cultural activities that support mental health / mindfulness in libraries.
Storytime in libraries for children to increase stay time.

Tap into the cultural knowledge and skills base of older people.

1 Kilkenny County Council Cultural Strategy - Arts, Heritage and Libraries, 2018-2022
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DISCOVERING PERSONAS

Exploring opportunities to improve cultural services for our users

- Enable local cultural networks between practitioners, SMEs, etc. — e.g. facilitate networking,

Connected provide online platform.
Offerings - Enable local / speciality trails to connect practitioners / SMEs and promote collective
visibility.

- Connect cultural practitioners / SMEs with LEO for enterprise supports.
Connect cultural practitioners / SMEs to Work Matters and other library resources for
enterprise supports.

- Connect cultural practitioners / SMEs with Kilkenny Tourism.

Links to Supports

- Increase cultural signage / information in public outdoor areas.
- Use signage / information to maximise common walking routes, commuting routes, public
gathering areas and cultural interest points.

MBI - Create a trail around the Kilkenny City walls (e.g. CBS).
Outdoors . . . .
- Create a trail exploring Kilkenny City laneways.
- Create a trail for the River Nore and promote exploration.
- Introduce more linear parks to promote natural heritage.
Authentic - Promote Kilkenny as a brand.
Experiences - Explore genealogy as an authentic tourism experience.

THANK YOU

FOR PARTICIPATING & SHARING YOUR INSIGHTS

12 Kilkenny County Council Cultural Strategy - Arts, Heritage and Libraries, 2018-2022 Appendix B
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Public Consultation Output

Kilkenny Cultural
Strategy

Public Consultation
Emerging Findings

July 2017
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Introduction

Formed in Oct 2015 the Cultural Services Section of Kilkenny
County Council brings together Arts, Heritage and Libraries to
facilitate a strategic cultural service.

The Cultural Services Section commissioned MCO for the
development of an Integrated Cultural Strategy for County
Kilkenny in April 2017. The Cultural Strategy will set out a shared
vision for Arts, Heritage and Libraries for the next five years and
identify both shared and distinct priority actions.

As part of the development of the Cultural Strategy, a
stakeholder workshop was convened in May 2017. This
generated initial insights from a diverse group of people involved
directly or indirectly in shaping the intrinsic culture and the cultural
services on offer across County Kilkenny.

Building on this, a wider public consultation process was
conducted during June 2017 to gather user insights and generate
ideas for the future of Arts, Heritage and Libraries in County
Kilkenny. This consisted of a series of pop-up events and a public
survey. The public consultation was publicised widely by Arts,
Heritage and Libraries through local media, social media and
existing internal databases.

119 people participated in the public consultation process,
marking considerable public interest in the development of an
Integrated Cultural Strategy and its potential impact.

The purpose of this document is to provide a synthesise of the
insights generated from this process.

POP UP EVENTS

-EMERGING INSIGHTS & CONSIDERATIONS

g L

——

-
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Pop Up Overview

As part of the development of an Integrated Cultural Strategy for County Kilkenny, a series of pop-up events was conducted. The pop-up events
provided an opportunity for interested members of the public to contribute ideas to the development of the Cultural Strategy. These two hour events

took place in three representative locations — Ferrybank (14t June), Castlecomer (21t June) and Kilkenny City (21t June) — and attracted 41
participants.

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT... ‘
CUIURE N
WWW Formed in Oct 2015 the Cultural Services Section of Kilkenry The Cultural Services Section (Heritage, Arts and Libraries)
County Council brings together Arts, Heritage and Libraries to of Kilkenny County Council are creating a Cultural Strategy
facilitate a stratogic cultural service to Kilkenny County Council, for County Kilkenny. As part of this we want to understand
and hear your thoughts. Thank you for getting invotved!
‘Creating and sustaining great + Add your thoughts using postits and
WHO SHOULD GET INVOLVED.... places and communities’. tickers 10 our interactive posters.
3 * Have your say about our strategic direction.
Anyooe living, working or connected to County Kilkenny, « What.can we do better.

who is interested in our arts, heritage and libraries and - M 1 life in Kil County.

Play a vital role in the life of individuals
and community

We want fo know your thoughts 30 join us at our
DROP IN EVENTS ulture .
Meet and chal with us at the following locations: . ;wtm‘ heritage, conservation and Sopmrmising

Tell us how you engage in culture.
b d What 6o you love most.
+..onsuro that culture thrives
+ ,.ensure that culture is celebrated and
Nehud Talk 10 the Cultural Services team and
facilitators,

*  Act as custodians of national and local

.

* ..ensure as many people as possible
axparience the richness and diversity of . 3
E SURVEY . 2 culture Hear what we're doing.
YvEmekey BT 5 s % * Tell us what culture means to you,
s eend dmmm"s"m""‘wm"w,'."' + Tell us your ideas for the future,
- Mostage ut at Lliena Qe 0

S Desiae. B @ mooj=— == Pesicen R S —

Pop Up Analysis

As part of the pop-up events, participants were asked the share their views on what culture means to them. The responses revealed varied and
personal interpretations.

“What does culture
mean to you?”

“Culture is often
confused solely as a
high brow curiosity.
Culture is how we
speak, pray, imbibe,
eat, play...”

Survey Respondent

15
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Pop Up Overview

During the pop-up events, participants were invited to add their thoughts to a range of interactive posters. These looked at their general assessment
of culture in County Kilkenny, their knowledge of cultural assets in County Kilkenny, and their ideas for the future in relation to six initial strategic
themes identified during the previous stakeholder workshop, held in May 2017.

* " Impu mmmm-mmnmm;mmwmmmm
“What is your 8 young age. stay involved and reag the benefits
How would you rate culture in general |mpre_55|on AR BN G RaE z
County Kilkenny? of culture in Imagine Kilkeney's cultung t thrning in rural areas ﬁ

County Kilkenny?”

_1! Ty -) Imagine communities across Kilkenny sre engaged in cultural actiaties ﬁ
—— - 4

and involved in shaping the future direction of culture

S i Imagine Kilkenny's culture represents and involves everyons in m
o= 0 DU COmMunNities. :

- Imagine Kikenry has workd class cullural resources and facilibes, butkding on m
MG CULYIRLG. e * ‘l Our eusting strengths and irvesting for the future. L

Sl “Where do you S CUEOTTISSTUGE St LY MRS *
o O, 8 : think are the key g dossmbesseeproditomsmipii el
c- cultural assets in e
County Kilkenny? “Looking at these
strategic themes,
h what are your ideas
for the future of
Where are culture in County
:‘E:_ o Kilkenny?”
b dp
e e -
e b @ @ o |

Pop Up Analysis

As part of the pop-up events, participants were invited to share their impressions of culture in County Kilkenny. This exercise revealed a generally
positive attitude towards culture in County Kilkenny, with some acknowledgement that there is room for improvement.

L T T T T T o e

How would you rate culture in
County Kilkenny?

i ® o
C_ - TRy

Needs Improvement

= :
o= Pastaon E:‘ ~® o

Please note the sticker colours are of no relevance.
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Pop Up Analysis

As part of the pop-up events, participants were invited to map the cultural assets in County Kilkenny. This exercise uncovered a balance of
cultural assets across Kilkenny City and other regional towns. It also identified a balance in the types of cultural assets available, with Cultural
Venues emerging as the most frequently identified by a narrow margin.

RILKENNYS CULTURAL MAP ’

seecceccsssssesssesssssssssssssseesscsseenssssscessce

Where are
our cultural
assets?
18... x Natural Heritage
14 - 7 Built Heritage
16... % cultural Networks & Communities
16... % community Spaces (e.g. librarles, sports)
79... ® cutural Venues (e.g. galleries, theatres) e

& e

ol s

A<
S e
e D ut o

Loughboy leral'y Jerpoint Friary Theatre

Castlecomer Library

Dunmore Caves
Monastery of Ennisnag Grennan Mill

Poulanassy Waterfall / Mullinavat

Harristown Dolmen / Leac an Scail St Francis's Abbey
Callan Workhouse Union
Ballykeefe Amphitheatre Thomastown Richard Pococke
Townsland Field Names pajlyKeaffe Wood

Thomastown Library e 11 S Callan

Ball_vtobiiOhn ° l_r);r;m};[lll Freshford

Nore Linear Park UTOW Slieveroe Slieverue AKA Fringe
Irish Language Network =
St. Mary's

Cycling Events ; .
Graiguenamanagh The Watergarden Brandon Hi!
Kilkenny Castle Clomantagh

Tower Houses

Victorian Slate Quarries Glenmore
KCAT Callan Fennelly's Callan

Gowran

Piltown
Kilkenny Archives
Ballyraguet

League House
Woodstock

Meolsring

Kellgmggory

Jenkinstown Wood

Pop Up Analysis

The pop-up events generated 324 ideas for actions supporting six initial strategic themes identified in the earlier stakeholder workshop in May 2017
— Children and Youth, Rural Development, Community Engagement, Inclusivity, Resources and Facilities, Architecture and Built Heritage.

GHLDREN A0 YEUTH -

Imagine that Kilkenrry's children and young people engage with culture from
 young age, stay involved and reap the benefits.

59
ideas

g\

-._L»cu

) Financial Accessibility
Local History & Networks

Play & M
Natural Outdootsay usic

Accessibility Inclusivity
Irish Language Events
School Involvement

. Arts & Crafts
Continuous Engagement Children

SPorts Transport
Storytelling & Folklore

Community Engagement
Interactive & Fun Cultural Offering

Resources

RURAL SEVELCEMIENTY
Imagine Kikency's culture is thriving in rural areas.

2 52
ideas
@ o
Decentralisation

Existing Facilities
Townland History
Farmn Villages
Environmental Sustainability
Social Medi
ocial Media Transport
Information & Integration Ty.ils
Financial Accessibility RL sourcces Architecture
School Involvement Inclusivity
Clubs & Societies Underused Space
Mobile
Tourism
Mobile Offerings
Community Engagement

Practitioner Capacity

Agriculture

CORIMUNITY ENRARERITHT

Imagine communities across Kilkenny are engaged in cultural activities
and involved in shaping the future direction of culture,

A

54
ideas

Storytelling & Folklore
Irish Language Galleries
Information & Integration
Transport Global Community
Creative Industry Ecosystem
School Involvement Resources
Inclusivity Events Natural Outdoors
Financial Accessibility workshops
Clubs & Societies
Libraries  Practitioner Training
Multiculturalism & Minorities
Community C onsulmtlon
(‘ouuumut\ Euzazuucm
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Pop Up Analysis

The pop-up events generated 324 ideas for actions supporting six initial strategic themes identified in the earlier stakeholder workshop in May 2017
— Children and Youth, Rural Development, Community Engagement, Inclusivity, Resources and Facilities, Architecture and Built Heritage.

INGLESTETY RESOURGES AND REGIITIES

Imagine Kilkens in Imagine Kilkenry has workd-class cultural resources and facilities, bullding on

our comenunities, our existing strengths and investing for the future.

..... o '." R

School Involvement
Religion & Spirituality
l?fm of Hours Events
tion & Integrati
°"{J“ nd‘:‘r‘u i ‘é;ai{.: % Resources
Financial Accessibility 1,00
Accessing Di'scngaged Groups Cultural Centre
Community Engagement
Jand History P ing Natural Outdoors
D lisation  Events
Creative Industry Ecosystem Libraries
Storytelling & Folklore

Multiculturalism & Minorities
Supporting Organisations

Irish Language

ity C aaly

% 50

ideas
B P ool

. School Involvement
Supporting Organisations
Underused Space Resources
Storytelling & Folklore Pt
Venues & Spaces  Libraries P
Practitioner Training Tourism
Cultural Centre vesdeship
Irish Language Transport
Creative Industry Ecosystem
International Best Practice
A ts & Ad e
Quarter & Destination Development
Mobile Offerings
Natural Outdoors
Information & Integration

58

ideas
J .L MCO ===

Community Engagement
Information & Integration
Resources
Underused Space Touri
. . ourism
Quarter & Destination Development
International Best Practice Medieval Heritage
School Involvement
Conservation ..
c & . Trails
Community Consultation Rural Housing
. Low Density CAS
Public At cyjral Centre
Contemporary architecture
Government ..p, Language
Practitioner Training

Emerging Thoughts

The pop-up events informed the following initial observations.

« The public is generally positive about culture in County Kilkenny — its

current state and its future potential.

« There is a good knowledge of a breadth of cultural assets across
County Kilkenny. The public identified a range of cultural assets
across urban and rural settings with which they engage.

« The public generated a large number of ideas for action, which will
feed into the priority actions in the Integrated Cultural Strategy. There
was a good spread of ideas across the six initial strategic themes
presented to them, reinforcing the relevance of these themes to the

future direction of culture in County Kilkenny.

18
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PUBLIC SURVEY

EMERGING INSIGHTS & CONSIDERATIONS

Public Survey Overview

As part of the public consultation process a survey was available online
from 5t to 30t June 2017. 78 responses were collected and analysed. The

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT... P oy
sample of survey respondents was as follows. CUTUEED w
« A similar proportion of respondents lived in Kilkenny City (45%) and R o ol o
Kilkenny County (43%), with the remainder living elsewhere. oy Tox Frease octad wrere/ wrh }
Gadlenes
» A majority of respondents worked in Kilkenny City (49%). Roughly one e m.,mmn..,J.w,_ a
quarter of respondents worked either in Kilkenny County (26%) or S TURE
elsewhere (26%). T Veroes
Sports gounds oy Courty Conr:
e S Gy et § . To vl o8 o o e o you o e Yoo
* 54% of respondents were directly involved in cultural activities: T ?m:-:":"*:'mw iy ' '
T
o Some respondents were associated with organisations including: An e I I
Taisce, Alternative Kilkenny Arts (AKA) Fringe Festival, Barnstorm Some
Theatre Company, Design and Crafts Council of Ireland, Devious Jr— l
Theatre, Irish Lebanese Cultural Foundation, Kilkenny Archaeology M o 2 =
Society, Kilkenny Arts Festival, Kilkenny Collective for Arts Talent, e
Open Circle Arts, Rothe House, Tidy Towns, Watergate Theatre and v l
Young Irish Film Makers. o [ | % [wen] o] |
EFEFE | |
o Other respondents were also involved as practitioners, coordinators > S e
or participants in: community projects, creative workshops, cultural - S s =—=s
programming, drama and theatre, film and TV, fine art, heritage
groups, historical societies, Irish language circles, knitting groups,
libraries, music and singing, play and music education, print studios,
tourism and venue management. =)
e Qe 2 _@ o

* 41% of respondents were not involved in cultural activities as a job or in
a volunteer capacity. 5% did not provide a response to this question.
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Public Survey Overview

« The sample of respondents over-represented the age categories 26-49 and 50-65 years and under-represented the age categories of <16,
16-25 and >65 years, relative to Kilkenny’s population age profile (CSO, 2016).

* Generally, respondents engaged with culture regularly, with 63% participating in cultural activities at least weekly (63%).

« Over two-thirds of participants (67%) engaged with culture most often in Kilkenny, with the remainder more often travelling outside of the

county for culture.

Q.1 What is your age group?

1%

/

= <16

= 16-25

= 26-49
50-65

u >65

Q.5 How frequently do you engage
in cultural activities?

Q.6 Where do you most often
engage in cultural activities?

= Daily
= Weekly = In Kilkenny
= Monthly = In Rest of Ireland

Less

Survey Analysis

Identifying County Kilkenny’s Cultural Strengths

The survey analysis identified the main strength of County Kilkenny’s
culture as the variety of cultural activities and initiatives on offer, which
meet the needs and interests of a diverse range of people. In
particular, respondents noted the importance of County Kilkenny’s
wide-ranging festivals and events in contributing to its multi-faceted
and year-round cultural offering.

Another strength highlighted by respondents was County Kilkenny’s
built heritage, in particular the preservation of historic buildings and
the presence of unique and iconic visitor attractions.

Ease of access was identified as a strength by respondents. However,
this focused on the small scale of Kilkenny City and the density of
cultural attractions within easy walking distance.

“A great variety of

“Our audiences natural heritage, built

who have a heritage and creative
hunger for art arts are on display.”
and culture.” “It attracts a wide

audience as it is a
multifaceted asset that
stimulates and addresses
a huge range of interests.”

Q.1 What is the best thing about culture in Kilkenny?

Ease of AccessCrafts
Venues 7 jbraries

F e Stival S Advertising

Recognised Value Comedy Fqood

Creative Arts Inc}f‘;‘l'r'gm Medieval
= People

Built Heritage
s Theatre
Financial Accessibility \/ arlety Diversity

Natural Heritage usicStaft‘ Galleries Quality

SR . Preservation
Talented Practitioners ) Poents

/ibrancy Vohuil(lel of Activity
Engaged Audience

Community Involvement
Distinguished
Iconic Attractions
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Survey Analysis

Understanding what makes County Kilkenny’s Culture Unique

The unique strength most often associated with County Kilkenny’s culture
was identified as the rich Medieval history and the well-preserved
Medieval buildings, in particular in Kilkenny City.
Q.2 What makes culture in Kilkenny distinctive?
County Kilkenny’s well-established festivals and its impressive variety of
cultural initiatives, activities and amenities were also identified as

distinctive strengths of its culture.
Financial Accessibility

Respondents highlighted the long-established, talented and collaborative Density of Attractions

L] o
network of practitioners as a distinctive strength of County Kilkenny’s M d l H t
culture. In particular, they noted the long history of creative practitioners e 1 eva erl ag e

living in County Kilkenny, the presence of agencies and engaged History of Kilkenny City . i
2 N X . - er Landscape
societies, and the collaborative nature of the community of practitioners. ; Festivals srewing Bvents
Atmosphere Woodlands Unique Brand
I . s . Preservation Local History Distill
Respondents also highlighted County Kilkenny’s communities and Ciubs & Societies  Variety Sport \;Mb,::c:f
people as a unique strength of its culture, due to the recognition of the Entertainment enues Tourism Architecture

Built Heritage Recognition of Value
Network of Practitioners
Crafts  Diversity Unique Ecology
. IF”e"‘"Y _Engaged Andience
Geographic Loca“mf Contemporary Culture
Varied History
Sense of Community

inherent value of culture, the willingness to be involved and the
appreciation of cultural amenities and activities available.

“Medieval heritage “The grassroots efforts of

and contemporary artists, makers, promoters
living brought and curators that allows
together.” the county to punch well

above its weight.”

Survey Analysis

Mapping Kilkenny’s Cultural Offering
Q.3 What would you recommend a visitor to do for a cultural day out in County Kilkenny?

Mullmnavat \\'afetfall s Macdonagh Junction
Mcdonagh Famine Memorial L¢ac an Scail Portal Tomb A,cpitecture  Thomastown

Woodstock Gardens St. Marv's Lane s
Butler Gallery St Mary's History Museum Besbo;ounh Houg?¢SIg‘1 & Crafts Council of Ireland

Medieval Mile River Trails  Grennan Min
Watergate Theatre Goldsmiths Kilkenny Castle Park Jerpoit  Bus Tour

. : Lib
Canal Walk Castlecomer Discovery Park Courthouse Brandon Hill wibraries
Tourist Office  Black Abbey Town Hall Freshford o Walking Routes

Jenkins Town Wood Kilkellr}y Castle H\l:_;:ig‘-al?{é]fs =

Kenny's Wall :
e Gowran = Kells Priory craft Gallery ood

The Tholsel Tnis Rura )

Rothe Housglsnoge Performance Moth to a Flame Respondents

Cvcle Routes 1 ! Driving Routes Nicholas Mosse The Set Th identified a wide

Black-Fnan' c ﬂkmgs Ruver St. Mary's Cathedral Pllro}\'n Dolmen selection of cultural
Jerpoint Abbey ™% Smithwicks Experience Design Centre experiences.
°  Windgap Grotto Dunmore Caves Graiguenamanagh
Bennettsbridge Farmers Market Bajiyrafton Wood

. iy = Traditional Music
St. Canice's Round Tower Shirley's Pub St Canice's Cathedral
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Survey Analysis

Mapping Kilkenny’s Cultural Offering

e River Trails
Medieval Mile Bus Tour

Kilkenny Castle Walking Routes

. . St. Canice's Cathedral
Analysing responses in Kells IH ory

more deta.”, a number of St. Canice's R un\l ] wer
categories of cultural Rothe House Kllkenﬂy Castle Park

experiences emerged. Dunmore Caves

(IIdl”LIL‘ndlﬂdnd”h WOOdStoc'(( ﬁ?r&is‘?s

[nistioge :
& Design_Centre
Built Heritage (96 ) Thomastown Craf G “
uilt Heritage (96 responses ?
® Towns & Villages (29 responses) BCllllCItSl)l'ldgc ra t a ery
® Recreation (29 responses)
® Tours & Trails (21 responses) Hurling Butler Gallery
@ Natural Heritage (21 responses) \mf;f:;$ }::::ll:::
® Creative Arts (20 responses) Libraries The Sét Theatre
® Performance & Events (12 responses) d Wa terga te Thea tre
4 Tra.dltlonal Music P F P l
Smithwicks Experience estivals

Survey Analysis

Understanding Concerns

Respondents raised concerns about supporting culture in Kilkenny’s rural areas. In particular, respondents noted that Kilkenny’s rural areas should
benefit equally from investment and economic development relating to culture, that their communities should be equally engaged, and that there is
better awareness of their cultural richness.

Q.4 What do you feel are the most important issues in relation to culture in County Kilkenny?

. Value for Money
Fundmg Kilkenny Arts Festival
Maintaining High Standards Brewery Site
Branding & PromotionUsemse s
Development of Lesser Known Sites  Transport

Rural Involvement Ppublic Consultation
Accessibility & Inclusivity

ging Children
Authentic Tounsm
Environmental Sustainability Mulllculrurallsm
History Out of Hours Activities

Planning & Preservation Supporting Practitioners
Le\mgl.ng Medieval Heritage

Natural Heritage Infrastructure

_ Studios / Spaces
Irish Language afs Tnformation

Integration

Community Engagement
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Survey Analysis

Understanding Concerns

There were distinct differences in concerns identified by people depending on whether or not they identified as being involved in culture as their job or
in a volunteer capacity.

Those formally involved in culture were primarily concerned with accessibility and inclusivity, and funding and infrastructure. Regarding accessibility
and inclusion, respondents were particularly concerned with dispelling misconceptions that culture is elitist, embracing multiculturalism and meeting
the needs of children and older people. Regarding funding and infrastructure, the main focus was on more funding for creative practitioners,
consistent funding for initiatives and investment in more creative studios and spaces.

Those not involved in culture as their job or as a volunteer were primarily concerned with better promoting Kilkenny’s culture and marketing its cultural
attractions in an integrated way. Respondents also called for better information on what already exists, to support people in accessing culture and to
better leverage Kilkenny’s breadth of cultural amenities.

Respondents involved in culture as job / volunteer Respondents not involved in culture as job / volunteer
SPREE Natural Heritage Community Engagement
Studios / Spaces g i
Leveragmg Medieval Heritage Rlu 31 Ill\‘()]\‘Ll]]Ll]t
Multiculturalism OISy e
At Toutin BHih Linguage. o1 Couslistios ‘; “el for M ?:e)‘ -l;:nsp«;r‘t Inrxegr:non
- . g t < J
Development of Lesser Known Sites s

ACCGSSlblllty & Inclusivi 1ty Accessibility & Inclusivity
Community Engagement Crafts ‘B1 al‘ldll‘l(y & Pl Ol‘l]otlol]

Planning & Preservation - -
. § i Engaging Children [y formation Planning & Preservation

Supporting Practitioners Irish Language  Hisor
Mamtaming High Standards g Il] 1br1112111011
F un (.1 1 n 4 Infrastructure Underused Space g very Site
*~ Rural Involvement Tnfrastructure Authentic Toursm
Kilkenny Arts Festival Out of Hours Activities

Studios / Spaces

Survey Analysis

Identifying Potential Opportunities

Respondents identified several important elements of Kilkenny’s culture that they perceived to be under represented, which will be further explored as
potential opportunities. The most prominent ideas focused on Kilkenny’s rural areas, discovering Kilkenny’s customs, storytelling and folklore,
building on Kilkenny’s success in theatre and supporting Kilkenny’s Irish language customs.

Q.7 Are there any elements of County Kilkenny's culture you think are under represented?

Gallery for Butler Gallery Collection Regional Gallery Space

History of Kilkemlv Pupperry [r1Sh Lanouaoe

Practitioners

Natlual Helltage Visual Art Library Service
Film & Cinema Archaeology S ort

Craft Youth Faciliti
Multiculturalism  auseums nyio

Theatre

Rural Kilkenny

Accessibility Art Installation Crafts
Off Peak Activities Religious Heritage Music

Lesser Known Heritage Sites

Markets Arts Education

therature Dan Monuments

Fringe Events

Customs, Storytelling & Folklore
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Survey Analysis

Understanding Cultural Touchpoints

Respondents were asked to identify the different types of cultural activities that they engage in regularly. This identified nature and libraries as key
cultural touchpoints. Both are characterised by free and open access, and as appealing to a broad spectrum of interests. In addition, participation in

festivals was high, reinforcing it as a strength of culture in County Kilkenny.

The results displayed a contrast between what respondents said and what they do — respondents focused their analysis of cultural strengths,
weaknesses and opportunities mainly on built heritage, whereas they actually engaged in nature, libraries and arts activities on a regular basis.

Q.8 Which of the following (if any) cultural activities do you regularly engage in?

8% 7% 77%

&

N
RS

43% 43%

% 3% ey
28%
I 23%
X
& ‘\Q/

N ) o o 3
Ny e K & RS

S S

< & «°© & o S

I
< > ) )
& §° ©
4'\"‘\ Y Qo

& ©

&

Emerging Thoughts

The public survey informed the following initial observations.

« There is a great appreciation of the range and diversity of Kilkenny’s
culture, complementing the findings of the pop-up events.

* The questions around County Kilkenny’s distinctive cultural identity
and recommendations for a visitor on a cultural day out were both
dominated by responses relating to built heritage.

* The concerns raised by respondents mainly focused on two things —
resources, funding and accessibility from the perspective of the
cultural sector, and marketing and information from the public

perspective.

* The potential opportunities for County Kilkenny’s culture looked to
build on core traditions, such as customs, storytelling, folklore, local

history and Irish language.

« There was a contrast between what respondents said and what they
do — respondents focused their analysis of cultural strengths,
weaknesses and opportunities mainly on built heritage, whereas they
actually engaged in nature, libraries and arts activities on a regular

basis.

“What makes County
Kilkenny culturally distinctive
from other places in Ireland
is that there is something for
everyone from young to old
and everyone is welcome to

attend.”

“There is a great sense
of pride in Kilkenny’s
culture... it is recognised
that it contributes to our
economy, sense of place
and identity.”
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APPENDIX

Survey Results

Survey Results

Q.1 What is the best thing about
culture in Kilkenny?

Ease of AccessCrafts
: Venues Libraries
Festivals s

Recognised Value Comedy Food

"' Inclusivity e
Creative Arts iitsti Il\)/eliﬂle\ al

. ) T
Built Heritage y i .
i 2 Theatr
Financial Accessibilifyvarlety DiVCl’Seiﬂt}j

Natural Heritage Musicsmﬁ Galleries Quality
g s Preservation
Talented Pl\a_plglﬁloxleyls Film . Events
101ancy yolume of Activity
Engaged Audience

Community Involvement
Distinguished
Iconic Aftractions

Q.3 What would you recommend
for a cultural day out?

Mullinavar Waterfall Disenors Cavies

Medonagh Famine Memort

Butler Gallery St Many's History Moseum g porouch Hous

Canal Walk Castlecomer Discovery Park Courtouse

Heshine. Toka ood K 1 1]\’6]] ]lyk C a St ] e Hurling

Kenny's Wall Pt
The Tholsel

Rothe House ™,

Cycle Rowtes Rings River g,

Black Fraary Crafts
Jerpoint Abbey

Performance
ng Routes Nicholas Mosse

Windgap Grotto Dunmore Caves

Bennettsbridge Farmers Market Ballyrafion Wood
o A aa ol ~ Traditional Music
St. Canice's Round TOWET “gpiriev's pub S

al I\h"\;o:in 5":“ ?"';"‘ Tomb Archusctore  Thomastown
ok
Woodstock Gardens i, Mary's Lane pien & Crafts Council of Ireland

Medieval Mile River Trails  Grennsa Min

Watergate Theatre Goldsmuhs Kilkenny Castle Park Jepowt  Bus Tour
; Brandon Hul Librasies

Tourist Office  Rlack Abbey Town Hall Freshford  Eyeqy Walking Routes
Festivals

"~ Kells p‘:{\:ﬁ Craft Gallery
Inistioge Moth to a Flame

ary’s Cathedral Piliown Dolmen
Smithwicks Experience Design Centre

Graiguenamanagh

Canice's Cathedral

Q.2 What makes culture in
Kilkenny distinctive?

Financial Accessibility
Density of Attractions

Medieval Heritage

History of Kilkenny City _.
2 % 7 River Landscape
Atmos| hexchsuvalS Reewing prents
4 P Woodlands Unique Brand
Preservation Tocal History Distilling
Clubs & Societies Vunﬂ)y SPOrt  yacbie Scale
Entertainment Venues Tourism Architecture
Built Heritage Recognition of Value
Network of Practitioners
Crafts  Diversity Unique Ecology
5 IFHT‘"}' Engaged Andience
o e ation
S Contemporary Culture

Varied History
Sense of Community

Q.4 What do you think are the
most important issues?

. Value for Money
Fllnd”]g Kilkenny Ars Festival

Mantaining High Standards o o oo

Branding & Promotionvses s

Development of Lesser Known Sites  Transport

Rural Involvement Ppublic Consulation

Accessibility & Inclusivity

s Engaging Children Integration
Authentic Tourism . %

Environmental Susamabatiy Multiculturalism

History  Out of Hours Activities

Planning & Preservation

Lev

Natural Heritage Infrastructure
Studios / Spaces

= @ Thformation

! Supporting Practitioners

aging Medeval Hi e

Community Engagement

Irish Lang
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Survey Results

Q.5 How often do you engage in Q.6 Where do you most often
cultural activities? engage in cultural activities?

= Daily

= Weekly

= Monthly = In Kilkenny

u Less = In Rest of Ireland
Q.7 Are there under represented Q.8 Which of these cultural
elements of Kilkenny’s culture? activities do you engage in often?

Gallery for Butler Gallery Collection Regional Gallery Space

i i Puppery [1] 78% 77% 77%
History of Kllkenny wre CIPSh Language 6 77% T7% 00 70% 6%

Natural Heritage Vi an Library Service
Film & Cinema _ Archacology  SPOIt  Craft Youth Facilit
Multiculturalism  Museums T e 43/{’ 3%
catre a7 3,
I I I I I I 11
@ & & &

Rural Kilkenny

Accessibility Art Installation Crafis
OFf Peak Activities Religious Heritage Music

Lesser Known Heritage Sites

Markets Arts Education

Literature Dance . Monmens ¢ @ &P

‘\. ¥ & \,
Fringe Events . ® \",\0@ & '{&,,;?3’ % QQ'Q @\?z r_,\QKO\ & N \@G&&o (jo\z ©
Customs, Storytelling & Folklore & ¥ T @S
o
&’b Q?”b
v &
\z@
Survey Results
Q.9 Where do you live? Q.10 Where do you work?
= Kilkenny City = Kilkenny City
= Kilkenny County = Kilkenny County
= Elsewhere ‘ = Elsewhere

Q.11 What is your age group? Q.12 Are you involved in culture
in a job / volunteer role?

’ = <16
= 16-25 = Yes
= 26-49 = No
= 50-65
u>65 = No Response
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Appendix D

List of Consultees

List of Consultees

The following is a list of consultees who participated
in the stakeholder workshop and public pop-up
events. Please note that this list is not exhaustive,
as stakeholder information was not collected in all
instances. In particular, stakeholder names were not
collected in the public survey.

Stakeholder Workshop
Newpark Hotel, Kilkenny City
26th May 2017

« Aisling Hayes, Kilkenny County Council /
Kilkenny Tourism

« Anna O’Sullivan, Butler Gallery

« Bernadette Roberts, Heritage & Arts, Kilkenny
County Council

« Brian Tyrrel, Kilkenny County Council

« Brid Hynes, Kilkenny County Council Business

Support Unit

Caitriona Kenneally, Kilkenny County Library

Catherine Madders, Kilkenny Library Service

Christopher O’Keeffe, M.CO

Damien Brett, Kilkenny County Library

Dearbhala Legwidge, Heritage Office, Kilkenny

County Council

Declan MacAuley, Kilkenny Library Service

Dorothy O’Reilly, Kilkenny County Library

Evelyn Graham, Kilkenny County Council

Francis Coady, Kilkenny County Council

Gretta Murphy, Kilkenny County Childcare

Committee

« James Eogan, Transport Infrastructure Ireland

« Joseph Coyne, Kilkenny Library Service

« Josephine Coyne, Library Service, Kilkenny
County Council )

« Kathe Carroll, Foréige Drum / Comhairle na nOg

« Lindsey Butlery, Kilkenny County Council
Community & Culture

« Majella Byrne, Kilkenny County Library

e o o o o

e o o o o

Margaret Maxwell, Kilkenny Education Centre
Margo McGrath, Kilkenny Library Service
Mary Butler, Arts Office, Kilkenny County Council
Mary Egan, Tullahought Community
Development

Sadhbh O’Brien, M.CO

Simon Gregory, M.CO

Simon Walton, Kilkenny County Council
Stephen O’Connor, Kilkenny County Council
Tony Patterson, Kilkenny Education Centre
Trish Nolan, Kilkenny Library Service

Vincent Dempsey, Barnstorm Theatre
Vincent McGrath, M.CO

Pop Up Events

Rivercourt Hotel, Kilkenny City
Ferrybank Library, Ferrybank
Castlecomer Library, Castlecomer
14th & 21st June 2017

o o o o o o o o

Alice Bennett, KCAT Arts Centre

Ann Tierney

Anna Galligan, Barnstorm Theatre

Breda Lynch, Office of Public Works

Carmel Cummins, Ciorcail Comhra
Catherine Barron

Christine Coman, Irish Lebanese Cultural
Foundation

Christine Scarry, Red Alchemy Theatre

Ciara Ni Mhairtin

Clir. Fidelis Doherty, Kilkenny County Council
Clir. Pat Dunphy, Kilkenny County Council
Declan Murphy, An Taisce

Errol Delaney, Castlecomer Discovery Park
Fiona Maher

Frances O’'Donohoe, Charity Knitters / Ciorcail
Comhra

Garry McHugh, Young Irish Film Makers

Guy Jones, Irish Lebanese Cultural Foundation
Helen Curtin, Young Irish Film Makers
Hollie Kearns, Irish Walled Towns Network /
Heritage Council

Kathy Purcell, Castlecomer Discovery Park
Lucia Ruane

Malcolm Noonan, Kilkenny Heritage Council /
Kilkenny County Council

Mary Clarke, Kilkenny Education Centre
Mary Morrissey, Castlecomer Library

Mary Whelan, DCCol

Maurice Shortall, Kilkenny County Council
Michael Somers, Teagasc

Micheal O Mhairtin, Ciorcail Comhra

Nora Ni Eacha, An Taisce

Peter Bluett, Keep Kilkenny Beautiful

Philip Hardy, Barnstorm Theatre

Sinéad Lucey, Artist

Sophie Jones, Irish Lebanese Cultural
Foundation

Susan Holland, DCCol

Tom Brett, Tom Brett Photography

Trish Duffe, Rothe House
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List of Consultees

Heritage Forum

The Heritage Forum is a non-statutory advisory
group established by Kilkenny County Council to
provide advice to the Council on the preparation
and implementation of a County Heritage Plan and
County Biodiversity Plan.

The membership of the County Kilkenny Heritage
Forum is drawn from communities, elected
representatives, agencies and groups involved in
aspects of built, natural and cultural heritage in
County Kilkenny. Current membership is shown in
below. A review of membership will be undertaken
during the lifetime of the Heritage Plan.

Kilkenny Heritage Forum Members

Councillor Malcolm Noonan

Jimi Conroy, National Parks & Wildlife Service
David Mclnerney, Inland Fisheries Ireland
Tomas Turley, Teagasc

Michael Power, Coillte

Pat Durcan, Birdwatch Ireland

Roger Goodwillie, BSBI Recorder

Colm Murray, Heritage Council

Mark Keegan, National Monuments Service
James Eogan, Transport Infrastructure Ireland
Dr. Declan Murphy, An Taisce

Erroll Delaney, Castlecomer Discovery Park
Mary Egan, Tullahought Community
Development

Patrick Lydon, Butler Gallery

Jim Walsh, Eigse Sliabh Rua

Tony Patterson, Kilkenny Education Centre
Martin Rafter, County Kilkenny Leader
Partnership

» Maura Hickey, Kilkenny Tourism/Kilkenny
County Council

Francis Coady, Conservation Officer, Kilkenny
County Council

Evelyn Graham. Project Architect, Kilkenny
County Council

Denis Malone, Senior Planner, Kilkenny County
Council

Frank Stafford, Senior Executive Engineer,
Kilkenny County Council

Claire Goodwin, Landscape Architect, Kilkenny
County Council

Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Kilkenny
County Council

Declan MacAuley, Executive Librarian, Kilkenny
County Council

Mary Butler, Arts Officer, Kilkenny County
Council
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Appendix E

Acknowledgement of
Legislative Requirements

Acknowledgement of Legislative Requirements

The County Kilkenny Cultural Strategy delivers upon the following legislative requirements:

Arts

The Local Authority is required by the Arts Act 2003
to prepare and implement an arts plan:

6.(1) A local authority shall, for the purposes of
section 67 of the Act of 2001, prepare and
implement plans for the development of the arts
within its functional area and shall, in so doing, take
account of policies of the Government in relation to
the arts.

For the full text, please refer to:
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2003/act/24/sectio
n/6/enacted/en/html#sec6

Heritage

The Kilkenny County Development Plan 2014-2020
includes an objective “To prepare and implement, in
partnership with the Kilkenny Heritage Forum and
all relevant stakeholders, a County Heritage Plan
and County Biodiversity Plan* (ref: Objective 8.1).

The National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-2021
requires Local Authorities to review and update their
Biodiversity and Heritage Action Plans (ref: Action
no. 1.1.5).

For a complete list of relevant legislation for
heritage (built, natural and cultural) and biodiversity,
please refer to: http:/kilkennyheritage.ie/legislation/

Libraries

A library development programme is a legislative
requirement under section 78 of the Local
Government Act, 2001. This plan is also informed
by the national library strategy — Opportunities for
All — the public library as a catalyst for economic,
social and cultural development.
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Appendix

Library Performance

LIBRARY

|

Over 12,000 people in Over 285,000 visits were Over 338,000 items
Kilkenny are memebrs of a library recorded across the 8 branch were borrowed in 2017
network and mobile library service
in 2017

31,1 51 people used the library 27,576 people
ICT facilities in 2017 used online library services in
Kilkenny in 2017

Kilkenny County Council Cultural Strategy - Arts, Heritage and Libraries, 2018-2022 Appendix F




Appendix G

Appropriate Assessment

Appropriate Assessment

The Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) as transposed into Irish law by the
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 requires that all plans
and projects must be screened for potential impact on Special

Areas of Conservation (SACs) or Special Protection Areas (SPAs).

Screening aims to establish whether a full Appropriate Assessment (AA) under Article 6 of
the Directive is required. Scott Cawley (Consulting Ecologists) were appointed by Kilkenny
County Council to analyse the Kilkenny County Council Cultural Strategy (Arts, Heritage,
Library) 2018-2022 to see if it required an AA and prepare an AA Screening Report.

It was concluded that the strategy would have no significant adverse impact on Natura 2000
sites and that there is no requirement to carry out further stages of Appropriate Assessment
on the Strategy.
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Heritage Office

Dearbhala Ledwidge, Heritage Officer

Kilkenny County Council

Johns Green House, Johns Green, Kilkenny

Phone: 056 779 4925

Email: dearbhala.ledwidge@kilkennycoco.ie / heritage@kilkennycoco.ie
www.kilkennyheritage.ie

Library Service

Josephine Coyne, County Librarian
Kilkenny County Council Library Service
Johns Green House, Johns Green, Kilkenny
Phone: 056 779 4161

Email: josephine.coyne@kilkennylibrary.ie
www.kilkennylibrary.ie

Arts Office

Mary Butler, Arts Officer

Kilkenny County Council

5 Dean Street, Kilkenny

Phone: 056 779 4138

Email: mary.butler@kilkennycoco.ie
www.kilkennycoco.ie/eng/Services/Arts/

&
RRATNNT CONTY (IR
M Arts Office ‘
Kilkenny County Council ﬁilkenny

eritage
Forum

Kilkenny

]

Service
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